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KA2_SP_TIMELINE_TEMPLATE

				Name of the project:		START - A good start for all: Sustaining TrAnsitions across the Early Years

				PROJECT TIMETABLE

						MONTHS		M1		M2		M3		M4		M5		M6		M7		M8		M9		M10		M11		M12		M13		M14		M15		M16		M17		M18		M19		M20		M21		M22		M23		M24		M25		M26		M27		M28		M29		M30		M31		M32		M33		M34		M35		M36

				Project activity*

				Management, monitoring and dissemination activities

				A1  Coordination and monitoring of project's activities

				A1.1 Project Activities coordination

				A1.2 Organisation of transnational meetings

				A1.3 Organisation of joint staff training events

				A1.4 Report preparation (including quality and financial reporting)																		R										R														R																				R

				A2 Quality assurance and evaluation of project activities

				A3 Dissemination (objectives, methodology, results, events and seminars and dissemination reporting);  organization of Multiplier Event

				O1-LITERATURE REVIEW: Transitions in the early years																				R

				O1.A1 mapping of literature in each country language (EN,DU/FR,IT,SL)

				O1.A2 review of mapped literature (1st draft and feedback)

				O1.A3 finalisation literature review

				O2 -CASE STUDY: continuity of children’s learning and socialising experiences across pre- and primary school																																												R

				O2.A1 focus groups with teachers and parents, observations of children's experiences

				O2.A2 transnational workshop and action-research plan

				O2.A3 innovative practices: experimentation and documentation

				O2.A4 pedagogical guidance and coaching

				O2.A5 action-research evaluation (focus groups with teachers/parents and children's observations)

				O2.A6 data analysis and case study writing

				O3 - CASE STUDY: participation of children and families living in poverty during transition																																												R

				O3.A1 focus groups with parents living in poverty and video-cued ethnography

				O3.A2 discussion of focus groups findings within stakeholders' critical learning community

				O3.A3 transnational workshop and elaboration of a roadmap for experimentation of innovative practices

				O3.A4 innovative practices: experimentation and documentation

				O3.A5 pedagogical guidance and coaching within critical learning community

				O3.A6 evaluation of the experimentation (focus groups), data analysis and case study writing

				O4 - CASE STUDY: transitional activities for Romani children  and their families																																												R

				O4.A1 mapping of current transition initiatives and focus groups with Roma parents

				O4.A2 transnational workshop and  developing common plan for implementation of innovative practices

				O4.A3 innovative practices: experimentation and documentation

				O4.A4 pedagogical guidance and coaching

				O4.A5 evaluation of the experimentation (focus groups) data analysis and case study writing

				O5 - CASE STUDY: parent professional partnership to ensure continuity from ECEC to school																																												R

				O5.A1 learning communities with parents, ECEC practitioners, school teachers & video-observations

				O5.A2 transnational workshop and action-research plan

				O5.A3 video-cued discussion of existing transition practices in learning communities and research training

				O5.A4 experimentation and documentation of innovative practices accompanied by coaching activities

				O5.A5 process evaluation involving parents, practitioners and teachers

				O5.A6 data analysis, case study writing & local conference

				O6 - RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE																																																														R

				O6.A1 meta-analysis of case studies

				O6.A2 first draft and feedback

				O6.A3 finalisation of guidelines for policy and practices

				O7 - TRAINING KIT																																																														R

				O7.A1 collection and analysis of training materials

				O7.A2 first draft and feed-back

				07.A3 finalisation of a manual for trainers and pedagogical coordinators/coaches

				M1 - KICK-OFF MEETING in Bologna

				M2 - REVIEW & INTEGRATION meeting in Corby

				M3 - INTERIM MEETING in Ghent

				M4 - REVIEW & INTEGRATION meeting in Ljubljana

				M5 - REVIEW & INTEGRATION meeting in Bologna

				M6 - FINAL MEETING in Ghent

				E1 - FINAL DISSEMINATION CONFERENCE in Brussels

				C1 - JOINT STAFF TRAINING EVENT in Corby

				C2 - JOINT STAFF TRAINING EVENT in Tisina

				Please insert rows as needed

				*Project activity types:

						An		- PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES

						On/An		- INTELLECTUAL OUTPUTS/ACTIVITIES

						Mn		- TRANSNATIONAL PROJECT MEETINGS

						En		- MULTIPLIER EVENTS

						Cn		- LEARNING/TEACHING/TRAINING ACTIVITIES

						n		- number of the activity

				Please enter all main project activities and meetings, intellectual outputs and related activities, multiplier events and training/teaching/learning activities. Use the reference numbers as they appear in the application form. Where no numbers exist in the application form (i.e. for activities included in project management and implementation), use reference numbers A1, A2 etc. For each activity, meeting or event, indicate the month(s) in which they will be produced/take place by colouring the corresponding cells.
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of
Add instance
Delete instance
The number of instances must not exceed
The minimum number of instances needs to be
Form Version
ERROR
WARNING
This field is mandatory
The form is valid
This value has already been selected
The value cannot be less than 0
The Adobe Reader has the enhanced security feature enabled which prevents the PDF document from connecting to external services.  To allow the connection choose the appropriate option by click the options button in the yellow security warning bar.
Call
Project total duration validation
The number of participants is greater that the number of participants defined in the activity
Number of organisations validation
The set of participating organisations including the applicant must include at least 2 different Programme countries
The set of participating organisations including the applicant must include at least 3 different Programme countries
Duplicate validation error
Combination of "PIC of Organisation" and "Activity No." must be unique
Budget requested validation
The project total budget requested grant cannot exceed a maximum of 
The total grant requested for Project Management and Implementation cannot exceed a maximum of 
The total grant requested for Transnational project meetings cannot exceed a maximum of 
The total grant requested for Multiplier Events cannot exceed a maximum of 
The total grant requested for Exceptional Costs cannot exceed a maximum of 
EUR per month
EUR per year
EUR per project
The set of participating organisations including the applicant organisation must include at least 2 participating organisations 
The set of participating organisations including the applicant organisation must include at least three participating organisations
Project end date can not be later than
According to the Programme guide Project management and implementation costs allowed maximum 2750 EUR per month per project. In case of more than 9 partners in the project the total amount of these costs will be reduced automatically.
The set of participating organisations including the applicant organisation must include at least 2 local regional authorities from 2 different countries.
The set of participating organisations including the applicant organisation must include at least 1 "Local/Regional Authority" participating organisation per country (programme and partner countries).
Participating organisation(s)
The sum of No. of Participants (including accompanying persons) in all activities must be less or equal than 100 .
Number of Participants validation
The form can only be viewed using Adobe Reader software (http://get.adobe.com/reader/).
If the form is viewed in "Protected View" mode, all features should be enabled for the form to function properly. If after enabling all features this message is still visible, check that JavaScript is enabled in Edit – Preferences – Javascript.
Unable to read the form. Do not save and exit the program as it might cause data corruption or loss. The form can only be edited using Adobe Reader software!
You are using an older version of the software. Forms submitted using unsupported version of Adobe software will be ineligible. Please download and install the latest version of Adobe Reader from http://get.adobe.com/reader/
The form has been opened inside a web browser window. Please download the form to your PC in order to be able to properly save the form after filling it in.
THIS FORM IS ONLY FOR TESTING AND ONLY FOR INTERNAL EUROPEAN COMMISSION / NATIONAL AGENCIES USE. PLEASE DO NOT DISTRIBUTE!
ENVIRONMENT
This form cannot be opened. Please contact your National Agency's helpdesk for further information.
Metadata
General Information
This application form consists of the following main sections:
- Context: this section asks for general information about the type of project proposal you want to submit;
- Participating organisation(s): this section asks for information about the applicant organisation and about other participating organisations involved as partners in the project;
- Description of the project: this section asks for information about the stages of the project which should include: preparation, implementation and follow-up;
- Budget: in this section you will be asked to give information about the amount of the EU grant you request;
- Project Summary: In this section you should describe in a compact way your project's rational, objectives and how you intend to achieve these.
- Check List/Data Protection Notice/Declaration of Honour: in these sections, the applicant organisation is made aware of important conditions linked to the submission of the grant request;
- Annexes: in this section, the applicant needs to attach additional documents that are mandatory for the completion of the application;
- Submission: in this section, the applicant will be able to confirm the information provided and to submit the form electronically.
By using this electronic form you are applying for a Strategic Partnership in school education that will be contracted through a multi-beneficiary Grant Agreement if selected for funding.
For information about the alternative contracting model for partnerships between schools only (through a mono-beneficiary Grant Agreement), please consult Part C of the Programme Guide or contact your National Agency.
You can also find information on how to fill in this application form by reading the e-Forms Guidelines.
Project start date must be between:
Project must not end later than:
Context
Deadline for Submission (dd-mm-yyyy hh:nn:ss - Brussels, Belgium Time)
Project Identification
Project Title
Project Acronym
Project Start Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
Project Total Duration (Months)
Project End Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
Applicant Organisation Full Legal Name (Latin characters)
Form hash code
National Agency of the Applicant Organisation
For further details about the available Erasmus+ National Agencies, please consult the following page:
http://ec.europa.eu/education/erasmus-plus/national-agencies_en.htm
Priorities
Please select the most relevant horizontal or sectoral priority according to the objectives of your project.
Please select other relevant horizontal or sectoral priorities according to the objectives of your project.
Please comment on your choice of priorities.
Participating organisation(s)
Applicant Organisation
The electronic form cannot access the Participant Portal service. Please check whether your internet connection is working properly.
PIC has not been found.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The information from Participant Portal cannot be retrieved. Please try again later.
PIC field cannot be empty.
The PIC you provided was replaced with the following PIC number:
The PIC entered for a participating organisation cannot be repeated in another participating organisation.
PIC must be validated. Please click the 'Check PIC' button.
The selected applicant organisation does not come from one of the eligible applicant organisation countries.
The selected participant organisation does not come from one of the eligible participant organisation countries.
The organisation details imported from Participant Portal for the entered organisation PIC have been modified. The PIC will be removed.
If the applicant organisation is applying on behalf of a consortia, all consortia members must be from the applicant organisation country.
Profile
Accreditation
Have you received any type of accreditation before submitting this application?
Accreditation Type
Accreditation Reference
Background and Experience
Please briefly present your organisation (e.g. its type, size, scope of work, areas of specific expertise, specific social context and, if relevant, the quality system used).
What are the activities and experience of your organisation in the areas relevant for this project? What are the skills and/or expertise of key persons involved in this project?
Have you participated in a European Union granted project in the 3 years preceding this application?
Please indicate:
EU Programme
Year
Project Identification or Contract Number
Applicant/Beneficiary Name
Legal Representative
If the address is different from the one of the organisation, please tick this box
Contact Person
If the address is different from the one of the organisation, please tick this box
Partner Organisation
The electronic form cannot access the Participant Portal service. Please check whether your internet connection is working properly.
PIC has not been found.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The Participant Portal service is currently not available. Please try again later.
The information from Participant Portal cannot be retrieved. Please try again later.
PIC field cannot be empty.
The PIC you provided was replaced with the following PIC number:
The PIC entered for a participating organisation cannot be repeated in another participating organisation.
PIC must be validated. Please click the 'Check PIC' button.
The selected applicant organisation does not come from one of the eligible applicant organisation countries.
The selected participant organisation does not come from one of the eligible participant organisation countries.
The organisation details imported from Participant Portal for the entered organisation PIC have been modified. The PIC will be removed.
If the applicant organisation is applying on behalf of a consortia, all consortia members must be from the applicant organisation country.
Profile
Accreditation
Has the partner organisation received any type of accreditation before submitting this application?
Accreditation Type
Accreditation Reference
Background and Experience
Please briefly present the partner organisation (e.g. its type, size, scope of work, areas of specific expertise, specific social context and, if relevant, the quality system used).
What are the activities and experience of the partner organisation in the areas relevant for this project? What are the skills and/or expertise of key persons involved in this project?
Has the partner organisation participated in a European Union granted project in the 3 years preceding this application?
Please indicate:
EU Programme
Year
Project Identification or Contract Number
Applicant/Beneficiary Name
Legal Representative
If the address is different from the one of the organisation, please tick this box
Contact Person
If the address is different from the one of the organisation, please tick this box
Description of the Project
What is the rationale of this project, in terms of objectives pursued and needs and target groups to be addressed? Why should this project be carried out transnationally?
In what way is the project innovative and/or complementary to other projects already carried out?
How did you choose the project partners and what experiences and competences will they bring to the project? How was the partnership established and does it involve organisations that have never previously been involved in a similar project? How will the tasks and responsibilities be distributed among the partners?
How will cooperation and communication happen among all project partners and with other relevant stakeholders? What will be the purpose and frequency of the transnational project meetings and who will participate in them?
What are the most relevant topics addressed by your project?
What results are expected during the project and on its completion? Please provide a detailed description of the expected results (if they are not listed in intellectual outputs, multiplier events or learning, training, teaching activities).
Participants
Approximately, how many persons will benefit indirectly from or will be target of the activities organised by the project? (i.e. participants for whom a specific grant is not foreseen, such as local participants in multiplier events, or other types of events, etc.)
Please describe briefly how and in which activities these persons will be involved
Participants with fewer opportunities: does your project involve participants facing situations that make their participation more difficult?
How many participants (out of the total number) would fall into this category?
Which types of situations are these participants facing?
How will you support these participants so that they will fully engage in the planned activities?
Preparation
Please describe what will be done in preparation by your organisation and by your partners before the actual project activities take place, e.g. administrative arrangements, etc.
Project Management
How will you ensure proper budget control and time management in your project?
How will the quality of the project's activities and results be monitored and evaluated? Please mention the involved staff profiles and frequency of such quality checks.
What are your plans for handling project risks (e.g. conflict resolution processes)?
Which activities and indicators of achievement (quantitative and qualitative) will you put in place  in order to assess whether and to what extent, the project reaches its objectives and results?
The activity duration excluding travel must be between 5 days and 2 months (60 days).
The activity duration excluding travel must be between 1 day and 2 months (60 days).
The start and end dates must be within the project start and end dates.
End date must be after start date.
Implementation
Please elaborate on the methodology you intend to apply in your project. Please also provide detailed information about the project activities that you will carry out with the support of the grant requested under the item "Project Management and Implementation".
Please provide detailed information about the activities that your project will organise and elaborate on the methods you intend to use.
Intellectual Outputs
Do you plan to include intellectual outputs in your project?
When filling in the Intellectual outputs section, please specify the leading and the participating organisations under each output that have a significant contribution in terms of potential impact and transferability (e.g. new curricula, pedagogical materials, IT Tools, analysis and studies, etc.). This will allow for specifying the corresponding costs in the specific section of the budget.
Output Identification
Output Title
Output Description
Please describe the tasks leading to the production of the intellectual output and the applied methodology
Start Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
End Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
Languages
Media(s)
Activity Leading Organisation
Participating Organisations
Multiplier Events
Do you plan to include Multiplier Events in your project?
Grant support for Multiplier Events can only be asked for if the project intends to produce substantial Intellectual Outputs. Other dissemination activities will be supported via the grant item Project Management and Implementation.
Event Identification
Event Title
Country of Venue
Event Description
Start Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
End Date (dd-mm-yyyy)
Intellectual Outputs Covered
Activity Leading Organisation
Participating Organisations
Learning/Teaching/Training Activities
Do you plan to include transnational learning, teaching or training activities in your project?
What is the added value of these learning, teaching or training activities (including long-term activities) with regards to the achievement of the project objectives?
Please describe each of the learning, teaching or training activities you intend to include in your project:
Activity No.
Fields
Activity Type
Activity Description
No. of Participants
Participants with Special Needs (out of total number of Participants)
Accompanying Persons (out of total number of Participants)
Is this a long-term activity?
Duration (days)
Duration (months)
Participating Organisations
Please also describe the arrangements for recognition or validation of the learning outcomes of the participants in learning, teaching or training activities. Will your project make use of European instruments like Europass, ECVET, Youthpass, ECTS etc. or any national instruments/certificates?
Follow-up
Impact
What is the expected impact on the participants, participating organisations, target groups and other relevant stakeholders?
What is the desired impact of the project at the local, regional, national, European and/or international levels?
How will you measure the previously mentioned impacts?
Dissemination and Use of Projects' Results
You are requested to make plans for the dissemination of your project results. Please provide answers to the questions below.
To whom will you disseminate the project results inside and outside your organisation? Please define in particular your target audience(s) at local/regional/national/EU level and motivate your choice.
Who will be responsible for the dissemination activities within your partnership and which specific expertise do they have in this area? What resources will you make available to allow for the proper implementation of your dissemination plans?
What kind of dissemination activities do you intend to carry out and through which channels?
Erasmus+ has an open access requirement for all materials developed through its projects. If your project is producing intellectual outputs/ tangible deliverables, please describe how you intend to ensure free access for the public to a digital form of this material. If you intend to put any limitation on the use of the open licence, please specify the reasons, extent and nature of this limitation.
How will you ensure that the project's results will remain available and will be used by others?
If relevant, please provide any other information you consider appropriate to give a full understanding of your dissemination plan and its expected impact (e.g. how you have identified which results are most relevant to disseminate; how you will ensure the involvement of all partners; how you see synergies with other stakeholders, etc.)
Sustainability
What are the activities and results that will be maintained after the end of the EU funding, and how will you ensure the resources needed to sustain them?
Budget
For further information please consult the Programme Guide for the overview of funding rules. Please note that all amounts must be expressed in Euros.
Project Management and Implementation
PIC of Organisation
Role of Organisation
Name of the Organisation
Grant Requested
Total Grant Requested
Transnational Project Meetings
PIC of Sending Organisation
Total No. of Meetings
Total No. of Participants
Distance Band
Grant per Participant
Grant Requested
  Total
Intellectual Outputs
Which concrete participating organisations' staff resources are you planning to use in the production of outputs that have a significant contribution in terms of potential impact and transferability (e.g. new curricula, pedagogical materials, IT Tools, analysis and studies, etc.)?
PIC of Organisation
Output Identification
Category of Staff
Country
No. of Working Days
Grant per Day
Grant Requested
Total
Total
Multiplier Events
PIC of Organisation
Event Identification
Country of Venue
No. of Local Participants
Grant per Local Participant
No. of Foreign Participants
Grant per Foreign Participant
Grant Requested
Total
Total
Total
Learning/Teaching/Training Activities
Travel
PIC of Organisation
Activity No.
Activity Type
No. of Participants (including accompanying persons)
Distance Band
Travel Grant per Participant
Grant Requested
 Total
 Total
Individual Support
Long-term Learning/Teaching/Training Activities
PIC of Organisation
Activity No.
Activity Type
Country of Destination
Duration per Participant (months)
No. of Participants (without accompanying persons)
Grant per  Participant
Duration per Accompanying Person (months)
No. of Accompanying Persons
Grant per  Accompanying Persons
Grant Requested
Total
Total
Total
Short-term Learning/Teaching/Training Activities
PIC of Organisation
Activity No.
Activity Type
Duration per Participant (days)
No. of Participants (without accompanying persons)
Grant per Participant
Duration per Accompanying Person (days)
No. of Accompanying Persons
Grant per  Accompanying Persons
Grant Requested
Total
Total
Total
Linguistic Support
PIC of Organisation
Activity No.
Activity Type
No. of Participants (without accompanying persons)
Grant per Participant
Grant Requested
Total
Total
Exceptional Costs (Overseas Countries and Territories Travel Costs)
PIC of Organisation
Activity No.
Activity Type
No. of Participants (including accompanying persons)
Purpose and description of Costs
Grant requested (up to 80% of eligible costs)
Total
Total
Special Needs
PIC of Organisation
No. of Participants With Special Needs
Description
Grant Requested
Total
Exceptional Costs
PIC of Organisation
Description of Cost Item
Grant Requested (75% of Total)
Total
Please provide any further comments you may have concerning the above entered budget.
There are no rates available for your National Agency. Please contact your National Agency for additional information regarding this problem. After the National Agency made the rates available, please re-validate by clicking the 'Validate' button.
Given the parameters you have entered it is not possible to perform a rate calculation. Please contact your National Agency for further information on the correct set of parameters. After the parameters are corrected in the form, please re-validate by clicking the 'Validate' button.
The NA Rates service is currently not available due to an internal error. Please try again later by clicking the 'Validate' button and in case the NA Rates service is still not available, contact your National Agency for additional information regarding this problem.
The NA Rates service is currently not available. Please try again later by clicking the 'Validate' button and in case the NA Rates service is still not available, contact your National Agency for additional information regarding this problem.
The electronic form cannot access the NA Rates service. Please check whether your internet connection is working properly and try again by clicking the 'Validate' button. In case the NA Rates service is still not available, contact your National Agency for additional information regarding this problem.
The rates information cannot be retrieved. Please try again later by clicking the 'Validate' button or contact your National Agency for additional information regarding this problem.
Technical Details
Project Summary
Please provide a short summary of your project. Please recall that this section [or part of it] may be used by the European Commission, Executive Agency or National Agencies in their publications. It will also feed the Erasmus+ dissemination platform.
Be concise and clear and mention at least the following elements: context/background of project; objectives of your project; number and profile of participants; description of activities; methodology to be used in carrying out the project; a short description of the results and impact envisaged and finally the potential longer term benefits.
In view of further publication on the Erasmus+ dissemination platform, please also be aware that a comprehensive public summary of project results will be requested at report stage(s). Final payment provisions in the contract will be linked to the availability of such summary.
Please provide a translation in English.
Summary of participating organisations
PIC of Organisation
Name of the Organisation
Country of the Organisation
Total number of participating organisations
Budget Summary
PIC of Organisation
Project Management and Implementation
Transnational Project Meetings
Intellectual Outputs
Multiplier Events
Learning/Teaching/Training Activities
Travel
Individual Support
Linguistic Support
Exceptional Costs (Overseas Countries and Territories Travel Costs)
Special Needs
Exceptional Costs
Total
Total
Project Management and Implementation
Project Total Grant
Grant Calculated
Checklist
Before submitting online your application form to the National Agency, please make sure that it fulfils the eligibility criteria listed in the Programme Guide and check that:
you have used the official Key Action 2 application form.
all relevant fields in the application form have been completed.
you have chosen the correct National Agency of the country in which your organisation is established.
the application form has been completed using one of the official languages of the Erasmus+ Programme Countries.
you have annexed all the relevant documents:
the Declaration of Honour signed by the legal representative mentioned in the application.
the mandates of each partner to the applicant signed by both parties (recommended).
the timeline for the project activities and outputs using the template provided.
all participating organisations have uploaded the documents to give proof of their legal status in the participants’ portal (for more details, see the section "Selection Criteria" in Part C of the Programme Guide).
for grants exceeding 60 000 EUR, you have uploaded the documents to give proof of your financial capacity in the participants’ portal (for more details, see the section "Selection Criteria" in Part C of the Programme Guide). Not applicable in the case of public bodies or international organisations.
you are complying with the deadline published in the Programme Guide.
you have saved or printed the copy of the completed form for yourself.
Data Protection Notice
PROTECTION OF PERSONAL DATA
The application form will be processed electronically. All personal data (such as names, addresses, CVs, etc.) will be processed in pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Community institutions and bodies and on the free movement of such data. Any personal data requested will only be used for the intended purpose, i.e.:
- In the case of grant application forms: the evaluation of your application in accordance with the specifications of the call for proposals, the management of the administrative and financial aspects of the project if selected  and the dissemination of results through appropriate Erasmus+ IT tools. For the latter, as regards the details of the contact persons, an unambiguous consent will be requested.
- In the case of application for accreditation forms: the evaluation of your application in accordance with the specifications of the call for proposals,
- In the case of report forms: statistical and financial (if applicable) follow-up of the projects.
For the exact description of the collected personal data, the purpose of the collection and the description of the processing, please refer to the Specific Privacy Statement (see link below) associated with this form.
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/documents/epluslink-eforms-privacy_en.htm
Declaration of Honour
To be signed by the person legally authorised to enter into legally binding commitments on behalf of the applicant organisation.
I, the undersigned, certify that the information contained in this application form is correct to the best of my knowledge. I put forward a request of an Erasmus+ grant as set out in section BUDGET of this application form.
Declare that:
- All information contained in this application, is correct to the best of my knowledge.
- In the case of projects in the field of youth, the participants involved in the activities fall in the age limits defined by the Programme.
- The organisation I represent has the adequate legal capacity to participate in the call for proposals.
EITHER
The organisation I represent has financial and operational capacity to complete the proposed action or work programme
OR
The organisation I represent is considered to be a "public body" in the terms defined within the Call and can provide proof, if requested of this status, namely:
It provides learning opportunities and
- Either (a) at least 50% of its annual revenues over the last two years have been received from public sources;
- Or (b) it is controlled by public bodies or their representatives
I am authorised by my organisation to sign Community grant agreements on its behalf.
Certify that (in case the grant requested exceeds 60 000€):
The organisation I represent:
- is not bankrupt, being wound up, or having its affairs administered by the courts, has not entered into an arrangement with creditors, has not suspended business activities, is not the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, nor is it in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national legislation or regulations;
- has not been convicted of an offence concerning its professional conduct by a judgment which has the force of 'res judicata';
- has not been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which the National Agency can justify;
- has fulfilled its obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the country in which it is established or those of the country where the grant agreement is to be performed;
- has not been the subject of a judgment which has the force of 'res judicata' for fraud, corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation or any other illegal activity detrimental to the Communities' financial interests;
- it is not currently subject to an administrative penalty referred to in Article 109(1) of the Financial regulations (Council Regulation 966/2012).
Acknowledge that:
The organisation I represent will not be awarded a grant if it finds itself, at the time of the grant award procedure, in contradiction with any of the statements certified above, or in the following situations:
- subject to a conflict of interest (for family, personal or political reason or through national, economic or any other interest shared with an organisation or an individual directly or indirectly involved in the grant award procedure);
- guilty of misrepresentation in supplying the information required by the National Agency as a condition of participation in the grant award procedure or has failed to supply this information.
In the event of this application being approved, the National Agency has the right to publish the name and address of this organisation, the subject of the grant and the amount awarded and the rate of funding.
Commit:
- my organisation and the other partner organisations herein, to take part upon request in dissemination and exploitation activities conducted by National Agencies, the Executive Agency and/or the European Commission, where the participation of individual participants may also be required.
I acknowledge that administrative and financial penalties may be imposed on the organisation I represent if it is guilty of misrepresentation or is found to have seriously failed to meet its contractual obligations under a previous contract or grant award procedure.
Place:
Date (dd-mm-yyyy):
Name of the applicant organisation:
Name of legal representative:
Signature:
National ID number of the signing person (if requested by the National Agency):
Stamp of the applicant organisation (if applicable):
Annexes
The document cannot be attached. The supported documents are:
The total size of document(s) exceeds the maximum allowed (kB):
Please reduce the size of the annexed document(s).
Empty documents cannot be attached.
This document is already opened or used by another application.
The document cannot be attached. The filename length must be between 1 and 250 characters, including the extension.
The following attachement(s) are no longer attached to the PDF, thus they will be removed from the annexes table:
The following attachment(s) have not been added through the annexes table, thus they will be removed:
Add
Remove
Please note that all documents mentioned in section "Checklist" need to be attached here before you submit your application online.
File Name
File Size (kB)
Total Size
Submission
Before submitting the form electronically, please validate it. Please note that only the final version of your form should be submitted electronically.
OK
Late
Error
Form has not been submitted yet
This form has been submitted on
The form data has been modified since the last successful submission.
Status
Brussels, Belgium Time
Local Time
YES
YES - LATE
NO
Your submission was successful.
Submission ID
Your LATE submission was successful.
Late submission ID
Please contact your National Agency's helpdesk.
Please try to submit again at a later time or contact your National Agency's helpdesk.
Submission confirmation
Your form's data is ready to be submitted. Are you sure that you want to proceed?
Adobe Reader has detected an error.
Adobe Reader security enabled.
To allow the submission you must click the appropriate options in the yellow security warning bar at the top of the form.
Network connection error.
Please verify your internet connection and try to submit again.
Connection to server error.
The form's data is corrupted and cannot be submitted. This form has been edited with unauthorised software.
This form can only be edited with Adobe Reader. Please use Adobe Reader software to open the original empty form and fill in your data again.
Submission validation error.
The LATE submission deadline has passed. Submissions are no longer allowed.
This form has already been submitted and cannot be submitted again.
The submission of the form has failed because its attachments could not be submitted.
This form's version is no longer supported.
Please check your National Agency's website for a new version or contact your National Agency's helpdesk.
Data Validation
Validation of compulsory fields and rules
Standard Submission Procedure
Online submission (requires internet connection)
Alternative Submission Procedure
If you cannot submit your form online you can still do it by sending an email to your National Agency within the 2 hours following the official deadline. The email must contain the complete electronic form and any file attachments you wish to send. You must also attach a snapshot of section "Submission Summary" indicating that this electronic form could not be submitted online. Your National Agency will analyse your situation and provide you with further instructions.
Submission Summary
This form has not been submitted yet.
This table provides additional information (log) of all form online submission attempts, particularly useful for the National Agencies in case of multiple form submissions.
Number
Time
Form Hash Code
Submitted
Description
Local Time cannot be considered authoritative and cannot be used for claiming that the form has been submitted in time.
Form Printing
Print the entire form
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A. General Information
B. Context
B.1. Project Identification
[Maximum characters: 250]
[Maximum characters: 250]
Project start date must be between: 01-09-2016 - 31-12-2016
VALIDATE
PEDAGOSKI INSTITUT
[Maximum characters: 400]
FF499CCF36BFA6A9
B.2. National Agency of the Applicant Organisation
C. Priorities
HORIZONTAL: Improve achievement in relevant and high-level basic and transversal competences in a lifelong learning perspective
HORIZONTAL: Inclusive education, training and youth
HORIZONTAL: Open and innovative education, training and youth work, embedded in the digital era
HORIZONTAL: Strengthening the recruitment, selection and induction of Educators
HORIZONTAL: Sustainable investment, performance and efficiency in education and training
HORIZONTAL: Transparency and recognition of skills and qualifications to facilitate learning, employability and labour mobility
SCHOOL EDUCATION: Addressing underachievement in the basic skills of maths, science and literacy through more effective, innovative teaching methods
SCHOOL EDUCATION: Enhancing the quality of early childhood education and care (ECEC)
SCHOOL EDUCATION: Strengthening the profile of the teaching professions
SCHOOL EDUCATION: Supporting schools to tackle early school leaving (ESL) and disadvantage as well as to address all students from the lowest to the highest end of the academic spectrum
31071675
31071676
31071677
31071678
31071680
31071679
31071682
31071684
31071681
31071683
[Maximum characters: 5000]
D. Participating organisation(s)
D.1. Applicant Organisation
[Maximum characters: 250]
[Maximum characters: 400]
VALIDATE
[Maximum characters: 400]
[Maximum characters: 250]
[Maximum characters: 250]
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Transitions in the early years. A literature review on transition practices across early childhood and compulsory school settings in Europe.
Learning along a continuum. Promoting continuity of children’s learning and socialising experiences across pre-school and primary school through an integrated curriculum.
Enabling well-being and participation of children and families living in poverty during transition periods across home, childcare and kindergarten.
Developing transitional activities for Romani children and their families for smoothing the transition between home and institutional environment.
Involving Parents in their Children’s Learning: developing a parent professional partnership to ensure continuity from ECEC to school
Supporting inclusive educational transitions in the early years. Recommendations for policy and practice.
Transitions in the early years. A training kit for ECEC and primary school professionals.
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	ShortPresentation: The Educational Research Institute (ERI) is the central research institution in Slovenia for research in education. Its staff undertake basic research, development and applied projects on issues of current interest in all sectors of education and related areas. ERI employs 39 researchers and administrative staff in 8 research centres. Other activities of ERI include: • Maintaining staff and infrastructural conditions for inclusion in permanent networks of international educational research (OECD, IEA studies, Council of Europe, etc.),• training and post-graduate education of researchers, consultation and dissemination research, • organisation of seminars, professional meetings and international conferences,• participation in international research activities. The Developmental Research Center for Pedagogical Initiatives Step by Step (DRCPI SBS) (referred to from here as the Center), operating within the Educational Research Institute (ERI), as one of the research centres, was established to research, develop, initiate, implement, evaluate and promote various activities in the educational field, which support educational reform processes in public schools in Slovenia. Through these activities we aim to ensure equal opportunities in education for all children, involve families and community members in the educational process and support processes of quality improvement in ECEC. The Center's programs are based on principles of democratic civil society, children's rights and child centered approaches, contemporary knowledge of child development and learning abilities and knowledge about implementing changes into the educational system. Main Center’s activities are focused on ongoing professional development and assuring high quality programs in preschools and elementary schools for all children; trainings for preschool and school teachers, school counselors and principals and connecting them in professional learning communities and networks.The Center has been involved in programs and projects targeted to assuring equal opportunities and development of child-centered approaches for vulnerable children and their parents, particulary Romani. Centre established a Network of pre-school teachers, primary school teachers, pre-schools and primary schools (all together 1000 professionals), where the main focus is on assuring quality of early childhood education and continuous professional development of staff. The network also provides Centre with opportunity to implement majority of its  innovative projects and involve practicioners in participatory research activities. Vonta, T. & Jager, J. (ed.) 2013. Uspešnost romskih učencev v slovenskih osnovnih šolah. [The Success of Romani Pupils in Slovenian Compulsory Schools]. Ljubljana: Pedagoški inštitut. Vonta, T. 1993. Zagotavljanje kontinuitete vzgojo- izobraževalnega dela na prehodu iz vrtca v šolo: elaborat raziskovalne naloge [Ensuring continuity of educational work in the transition from preschool to primary school: study research papers]. Ljubljana: Pedagoški inštitut. Vonta, T. 2009. International research on educational needs of parents within the project EDIPE. Presented at the Pro Forma Agenda of the Partners Final Conference - meeting EDIPE (European Dimension of Parent Education). Brusselss: European Commission.
	ShortPresentation: The University of Bologna, was founded in 1088 and is considered to be the oldest university in Western Europe. Nowadays, it still remains one of the most important institutions of higher education across Europe with around 85.000 enrolled students, 11 Schools, 33 research departments, 3000 academics and 3000 administrative staff. UNIBO is a comprehensive Higher Education Institution located in the Emilia-Romagna region, in the centre-north of Italy. University of Bologna is today the most internationalised of all Italian universities.The number of foreign students regularly enrolled is around 6000, while another 2000 arrive every year on international mobility programmes such as LLP/Erasmus, Overseas and Erasmus Mundus Action II. The number of students of the UNIBO who go abroad on exchange programmes or on study grants is more than 2,000.The academic offer of the UNIBO is composed by around 100 Undergraduate programmes, more than 100 Master programmes, 25 of which are completely taught in English or in another foreign language, and more than 90 Doctoral Programmes.  The University of Bologna, based on the experience and results obtained in the period 2007-2013 in the internationalization of education, has recently developed its new Internationalization strategy named “ALMA GLOBAL 2020”, which is also summarized in the ECHE 2014-2020. The medium term strategy identifies a list of activities and targets which are strictly correlated with the objectives of this project such as:1. Learning Mobility for study and placement; 2. Teaching and technical staff mobility and international recruiting; 3. Mobility windows: development of study programmes containing mobility windows open to a wide range of activities abroad aimed to the achievement of well defined learning outcomes;4. Summer Schools and Intensive Programmes; 5. Joint Programmes and Programmes with enhanced International outlook at BA, MA, PhD level; 6. Development of innovative multilateral projects: Fostering the participation in multilateral projects both at academic and organizational level to enhance the quality of the education and research and their translation into practice and impact, to strengthen the cooperation with industries, to remove barrier to mobility, to improve services and provision for disadvantaged groups. Capacity building and collaboration with civil society, governmental actors and NGOs will be prompted.Within UNIBO, the Department of Education coordinates – and takes part in – several international projects involving partnership with schools and mobility exchanges with foreign institutions.  With specific reference to Erasmus+/LLP programmes, the Department currently coordinates the Comenius Project 'Formative Assessment of Mathematics Teaching and learning' (538971-LLP-1-2013-1-IT-COMENIUS-CMP) and the Tempus project ALLMEET on ‘Actions of Lifelong Learning addressing Multicultural Education and Tolerance in Russia’ (544410-TEMPUS-1-2013-1 - IT-TEMPUS-JPHES) while taking part to the Comenius project SAS ‘Success at school’ (526187-LLP – 1-2012- FR-Comenius CMP). The Department consists of 85 professors and researchers belonging to four subject areas – cultural anthropology, pedagogy, psychology and sociology - and pursuing interdisciplinary research objectives. For the purposes of the current application the lines of research may be summarised as follows:• early childhood education and care: policy and practices, institutional contexts, pedagogies and curriculum, practitioners’ professionalism, initial professional preparation and in-service development, quality evaluation tools;• innovative educational strategies promoting social inclusion in contexts of diversity (intercultural pedagogy and practices); • methods and tools for investigating children’s learning and socialisation processes in ECEC and school institutions.The Department collects the legacy of a long standing pedagogical tradition connoting ECEC research in the local area (Emilia-Romagna Region, Regional School Office and Municipalities) and it is one of the most important pioneers of the field world-wide, with over 30 years of integration, teacher training, research and counseling experience. The peculiarity characterising ECEC research carried out within the Department is a strong link to the needs arising out of the social context within which educational institutions and practitioners are operating. This unfolds in bilateral agreements establishing ongoing cooperation between the School of Psychology and Education – hosted within the  hosted within the Department – and the local authorities and schools in the surrounding area. These agreements relate specifically to practitioners’ and teachers initial professional preparation (eg. placement activities in ECEC institutions/schools) and ongoing professional development (eg. in-service courses provided by academic staff to practitioners and teachers).
	ShortPresentation: The Pen Green Centre for Children and Their Families is a leading Early Childhood Centre in Corby for children 2-5 years, in the UK, which uniquely incorporates a Research Base offering professional development programmes and further and higher educational courses. Pen Green became an Early Excellence Centre in 1997, integrating early education and childcare and a trail blazer Sure Start programme in 1999.  The centre established a Neighbourhood Nursery  for children 0-3 years and became a Children’s Centre in 2004. Today we have over 120 staff and last year, worked with over 2,020 families.  The centre currently offers early education and care, family support and home visiting in collaboration with our local Homestart and our social work team, health services, a highly responsive group work programme and community education opportunities.Pen Green has for 30 years been judged excellent or outstanding at each and every Ofsted (UK regulatory framework) inspection. We have worked with other nursery schools and primary schools in the county to extend services and have helped to develop Early Years Teaching Centres across the 9 regions. As a fully integrated centre for children and families, Pen Green has been the inspiration for the model of children’s centres adopted by government. We have a local, regional, national and international reputation as one of the most successful centres in the UK, and we continue to pioneer innovative and cost effective ways of working with the most disadvantaged families. The centre is open 7 days a week 48 weeks a year.When Pen Green opened, staff were well aware that the quality of the home learning environment is the greatest single determinant of children’s attainment (Sylva et al, 2004). All families using the Pen Green services are regularly home visited and parents and staff work together as ‘co-educators’ (Whalley et al., 2007). Today more than 87% of families are actively engaged in Pen Green’s ‘Parents Involvement in their Children’s Learning’ programme.We also provide a wide range of adult community education courses and activities for parents. We are both a “University of the Workplace” and “Training Hospital” offering everything from basic literacy and numeracy, family learning, Early Years Diploma, Foundation Degrees, BA (Honours), EYITT’s and Masters Degrees. We have a long history in building capacity and pride ourselves on our success in supporting our community; over 50% of our current staff first came to the centre as parents and many  of our graduates  started out their journey at Pen Green with no qualifications at all.We have our own validated degree programmes with the University of Hertfordshire:• Foundation Degree Integrated Working with Children and Their Families in the Early Years• BA (Hons) Integrated Working with Children and Their Families in the Early Years• MA Integrated Working with Children and Their Families in the Early Years – We currently run an MA Integrated Provision for Children and Their Families (Early Years) with Leicester University and the Early Years Initial Teacher Training progamme with the University of Bedfordshire. In September 2014, we successfully became a designated Teaching School (www.gov.uk). As part of our Teaching School programme we offer continual professional development for early years workers across the country. The available opportunities include guided practitioner action research projects focused on working with and engaging parents, reflecting on pedagogy through video reflection with parents and practitioners, observation and assessment cycles and engaging with assessment data. In September we will launch our Initial Teacher Training programme (QTS Primary/Early Years) with the University of Hertfordshire. Through the Department for Education (UK) funded projects we have created networks of outstanding nursery schools across the country. We have developed a model of Early Years Teaching Centres where exemplary nursery schools are offering training and development opportunities to private and voluntary early childhood providers and home based care professionals (childminders).We are engaged in research projects within the nursery school and children’s centre and research staff regularly publish practitioner focused books and peer reviewed journal articles in Early Years Journals. Our research team present at the European Early Childhood Educational Research conference annually and have been part of transnational projects in early years, working with partner organisations in New Zealand, Australia, Germany and Ireland. We also conducted a trans national project with pre – school children’s services in Emilia Romagna, Italy with Peter Moss and Patrizia Ghedini on men as carers 1993-1995 (Ghedinin et al, 1995).
	ShortPresentation: VBJK, Centre for Innovations in the Early Years is an autonomous NGO, established in 1986, and recognized as a research centre by the Federal Belgian Government. VBJK is an official partner of Kind en Gezin, the governmental organization responsible for services for young children and their parents in the Flemish Community of Belgium and works in close collaboration with the Department of Social Welfare Studies of the Ghent University.  Since its origins in 1986, VBJK has been heavily investing in research projects in early childhood care and education with a focus onprofessionalism of ECEC practitioners and ensuring accessibility of ECEC for all children including children from financial disadvantaged backgrounds and migrant children. VBJK has been involved in European projects since more than 20 years and was the promoter of several EU funded projects. VBJK was one of the founders of the West-European DECET (Diversity in Early Childhood Education and Training) network and is now part of the East- and Western ISSA network that advocates for quality inclusive ECEC for all children. This long-term engagement was recently translated in the question of the King Baudouin foundation and a consortium of Foundations from Europe and USA to organise a Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early Years ( TFIEY) on accessibility and workforce preparation. Jan Peeters and two colleagues from VBJK Innovation in the Early Years, together with the Migration Policy Institute (USA) are responsible for the  organisation of seven high level meetings for policymakers and researchers on the importance of quality ECEC and vulnerable groups. Topics debated include accessibility (Ghent, January 2013),  the impact of workforce preparation on the quality and accessibility of ECEC (New York, July, 2013) the role of parent participation in inclusive ECEC (Lisbon, January 2014), Evaluation and monitoring quality( Amsterdam, July 2014) integrated systems and ensuring warm transitions for all children, including financially disadvantaged children and/or migrant children (Dublin January 2015), multilingualism and multiple identities (Washington, July 2015) and a final meeting on high-quality in ECEC (Turin February 2016). Attendees include ministers, policy makers from different countries and the European Commission as Lieve Fransen Director of Europe 2020 in the Directorate-General of Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion and Xavier Prats Monnè,  Director-General for Education and Culture (European Commission). From this perspective the director Jan Peeters participated as an expert in the Thematic Working Group and Stakeholders group of ECEC from the European Commission DG Education and Culture (2013) in which they discussed and developed the European Quality framework for ECEC. VBJK has  built  a  solid record of expertise in collaborating with actors within the field of ECEC, with civil society and social policy  makers.  VBJK  has  many  years  of  experience  in  producing  texts  and  training  materials  in relation  to  scholarly  work.  Since  20  years  VBJK  produces  a  magazine  for  practitioners  in  ECEC (KIDDO),  published  by  SWP  in  The  Netherlands.  It  is  also  renowned  for  its  expertise  in  making training  DVD’s,  many  of  which  have  been  translated  in  several  languages  and  are  used  throughout Europe  and  its  series  of  manuals  for  managers  of  ECEC  provisions  that  are  widely  distributed  and used  in  Flanders,  as  well  as  translated  and  used  abroad  (e.g.  in  France,  Luxemburg  and  Germany). VBJK  has  published  many  books  for  practitioners,  some  of  which  are  also  translated.  VBJK and Kind en Gezin have an efficient system for distributing training materials. VBJK distributes 1500 to 3000 materials a year.The staff of VBJK consist of four PhD senior researchers, one specialist on ECEC and diversity and  professionalism, one on parent participation in ECEC, one on social support in ECEC and one on leadership in schools. Next to those senior researchers, there are 8 collaborators (at Masters’ level) specialised on different aspects of professionalism and quality in ECEC. The researchers have the administrative and financial support of four administrative and financial collaborators.
	ShortPresentation: The DD Vignola consists of 4 primary schools - attended by 1223 children aged 6 to 11 - and of 7 pre-schools (scuole dell'infanzia) attended by 632 children aged 3 to 6. With a total of 1855 children attending its schools, the DD Vignola is one the biggest school institution within the Emilia-Romagna Region. The educational staff of DD Vignola consists of 132 primary school teachers, 75 preschool teachers and 27 educators supporting children with special needs. The role of the school director is complemented by two teachers who carry out pedagogical coordination functions at primary and pre-school level. The rest of the DD Vignola personnel consists of administrative staff (n=9) and auxiliary staff (n=33). Within DD Vignola primary schools are organised according to two different models:- a full-day model (tempo pieno) attended by children for 40 hours a week (Monday to Friday, from 8.20 to 16.20)- a short-time model (tempo corto) attended by children for 27 hours a week (Monday to Saturday, from 8.20 to 12.50).    All pre-schools are operating according to a full-time model from 8.15 to 16.15.The main areas on which DD Vignola focus its attention are described below.1. Cooperation with families and local community servicesBeyond parents' meetings that are regularly held throughout the school year, families are engaged in the life of the schools by sharing educational responsibilities with professionals (Patto di Corresponsabilità) and by actively supporting schools' initiatives through self-organised activities and open events carried out within the local community (Associazione di Comunità Piccoli Passi - Camminare con la scuola di Vignola). In addition, initiatives for supporting parenthood are organised in collaboration with local health and social services (eg. organisation of professional conferences for parents).2.Inclusion of children with special needs Currently 60 special needs children are enrolled in DD Vignola. They all attend integrated classes and receive additional support provided by educators, as well as availing of educational projects that are specifically tailored to their needs3. Inclusion of children with migrant backgroundCurrently 460 children with a background other than Italian are enrolled. In order to facilitate their welcoming and inclusion, a specific project focusing on intercultural education has been set up (A scuola nessuno è straniero). 4. Educational continuity between 0-3 services ('nidi') - preschool - primary school and lower secondary schoolA specific school committee (consisting of 3 preschool teachers, 6 primary school teachers and 3 lower secondary school teachers) has been created in order to elaborate practice for supporting children and families in dealing with transitions from one educational level to the next. The initiatives currently implemented to favour smooth transitions are: inter-professional meetings in order to plan joint initiatives during transitions years (children's visits and exchanges with pupils attending the next school level), the use of pedagogical documentation as a tool for sharing information about children's learning and socialising processes with families and professionals across transitions, individual and collective meetings with parents to accompany transitions between school levels.        5. The use of information and learning technologies Interactive white boards are available in all school buildings and the school web-site it is regularly updated with recent projects and initiatives and their documentation (www.direzionedidattica-vignola.it).6. Children's familiarisation with books and story telling from an early age In order to promote a positive attitude of children toward reading and story telling, in each preschool of DD Vignola 'reading nests' has been created as cosy corners where children can hide and read books or tells stories,7. Cultural activities (eg. junior choir and musical activities).In addition since 2005, a project of inter-generational mentoring have been carried out in collaboration with university students for supporting the social inclusion of those children who are experencing relational difficulties. Currently, 55 university students are volunteering within this project by mentoring young children in DD Vignola pre- and primary schools. DD Vignola carried out throughout the years substantial investments in the continuing professional development of teachers and on their ongoing pedagogical support. For this reason, a scientific advisory board was established 10 years ago in order to avail of the advice of professional experts for the ongoing improvement of educational and didactic methodologies. The committee consist of: Prof. Cerini (Emilia-Romagna Regional School Office), Prof. Balduzzi (UNIBO), Prof. Cardarello (UniMoRe), Prof. Moretti (Roma 3 University), Prof. Gianoli (IUSVE) and the teacher Grandi (pre-school coordinator) who will be responsible for START project activities.  
	ShortPresentation: The school Tišina consists of three units:- Central primary school Tišina- Feeder primary school Gederovci- Kindergarten Plavček.In the central school there are 275 pupils enrolled, in the school Gederovci 20 pupils (295 pupils altogether) and 97 children are enrolled in the Kindergarten Plavček.In our feeder primary school Gederovci there are 20 pupils. They stay there till 4th Grade and then they come to the central school.The total number of employees is 66. Forty of them are pedagogical workers in primary school, twelve of them are pedagogical workers in kindergarten and the others are workers in administration and technical staff.Community Tišina lies in Prekmurje which is a lowland region in Slovenia. It lies next to the border with Austria.Local inhabitants mostly have farms or small firms. There is no bigger industry. A lot of people work in Austria because the knowledge of German in our region is quite good.The school in Gederovci is 118 years old and for so long it serves its purpose. At first lessons were taught in Hungarian, then in German and after the World War II in Slovenian.In Tišina lessons were held on different location. The central school was built in 1966.Public institution Primary School Tišina has a compulsory education program. Besides that, several projects are taking place as illustrated below.Since the year 2000 the school participates in FEE (Foundation for Environmental Education)  international project: 'Eco-School as the way of living'. It is an international established program of environmental upbringing and education for children which is intended to increase their awareness for sustainable development. This program includes activities at school and in the wider community.Since the year 2011 we have had the title of 'Cultural School' that is given to schools that do more than usual to raise the cultural awareness of children. In the year 2014 we got the title for three more years.  We have a very good children and junior choir. They have had great success at national level. In the years 2002, 2004 and 2007 they took part in an international competition “Svatky pisni” in Chez Republic. The children in the kindergarten also have musical activities and they collaborate with the school choir. Emphasis is given also to the preservation of cultural traditions as folk dances. We have three folk dance groups-one in kindergarten, one for pupils from 7-10 years and one for 12-15 year old pupils. We participate at all events in our community and wider (Austria, Hungary). Every year our folk dance groups take part in a national competition Pika Poka where they achieve silver and gold prizes. Our pupils like to participate in drama club and every year they put up a play for the rest of the school and in the community. Our strong field is also Art. Children from all grades like to be creative and try out different art techniques in which they can use their imagination.In the school year 2011/12 we joined the net Healthy school. The school reflects on problems concerning the health of children which includes the issues of healthy eating, exercise and psychical health. We are focused on preventive action. In the last three years we also focused on mediation as a constructive way of solving problems.Our pupils can learn English and German from the 2nd Grade on as an after school activity. From the 4th Grade on they have English and they can choose German as an optional subject.  One of the fields in which our pupils have great international results is logic and mathematics competitions: LEFO and Genius Logicus. LEFO is an international competition in quick calculation to which our school has participated for 8 years. We are connected with an Estonian web-site (http://lefo.net.) where pupils and adults have interactive accounts. We can  see how proficient and reliable are we in arithmetic. A computer program raises the accounts, the results are scored. Instead Genius Logicus is a competition, which is used by tens of thousands of competitors,  located in Slovakia online at geniuslogicus.eu/si/. It is a very popular international logically contest in thousands of schools from central Europe.  The tasks are completely  different  from  the  mathematical and are designed so that contestants must find a solution  with help of his/hers  own logical thinking.The work of the kindergarten and the school is very connected. Pupils present their work to children in kindergarten and the children enrich the school life with their activities.
	ShortPresentation: Rockingham Primary School became an academy school sponsored by the David Ross Education Trust (DRET) in August 2013.  The school is currently governed by a Local Advisory Board (LAB) which comprises the chair and four other governors appointed by the Davis Ross Education Trust, and a parent governor. This replaced the previous governing body in March 2014. With 270 pupils - aged 4 to 11- currently enrolled, the school is larger than the average-sized primary school.  Children in the early years start in a full-time , reception class at the beginning of the year in which they are five years old.The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds is below average. The percentage of pupils who speak English as an additional language is above average.The proportion of disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs is above average.The proportion of disadvantaged pupils (those supported by the pupil premium, which is additional funding for pupils who are known to be eligible for free school meals or looked after by the local authority) is well above average.At Rockingham we are committed to being an inclusive school, providing the best possible standard of education for every child. With us learning and teaching is challenging, exciting and creative within a safe, secure, nurturing environment. Rockingham’s mission is to move towards being outstanding within 3 years and to achieve the highest academic results within our local area.  We will do this through commitment to high quality all round education for all. Our vision is to develop fully the talents and potential of each pupil by fostering reflective and resilient life-long learners.  We want all our pupils to become responsible, engaged, successful and confident young adults capable of playing a positive and active role in society.To fulfill our vision we have exacting standards of all our staff and, as such, we expect a high degree of accountability to:• Commit to delivering excellence and a culture of no excuses so that every child can achieve• Provide high quality teaching based on a thorough knowledge of their pupils,• Develop and maintain a curriculum which encourages joyful enquiry, participation and high aspiration.• Develop an ethos of solution not problem.• Have an enthusiastic and energetic commitment to education and a determination to ensure every pupil is applying him or herself to the best of their ability.• Take full advantage of the continuing professional development opportunities offered through the DRET (David Ross Education Trust) network• Ensure that all teaching be at least good.
	ShortPresentation: Studfall Junior, Infant and Nursery is a large (split site) 4 form entry primary school with a 78 place nursery. Total currently on roll is 859 (which includes nursery).The infant and junior site federated in September 2012 and has one governing body.Within the school we have a special designated provision, which includes a range of special needs including autism, severe learning difficulties, physical needs etc.The proportion of pupils supported through school action is high. The proportion of pupils supported at school action plus or who have a statement of special educational needs is high. The vast majority of these pupils have speech, language and communication needs. The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for the pupil premium is above most other schools. This provides additional funding for children in local authority care and pupils known to be eligible for free school meals. The school has 'good' gradings from the local authority and Ofsted (Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills), which inspect and regulate services that care for children and young people, and services providing education and skills for learners of all ages. Studfall is in a low social, economic zone with low employment, over crowded housing and lower rates of higher education.
	ShortPresentation: The Childcare centre Mezennestje organises warm and safe care for baby’s and toddler until three years old and out-of-school care for children until 12 years old. The centre with his flexible long opening hours has 100 fulltime available places for children in the region of Aalst. The staff consists out of 1 director, 3 social-pedagogical coaches, 21 childcare workers, 2 logistics employees and 4 volunteers. In Aalst 8,8 % of the children are born in a poor family, which is higher than the average in the Flemish community of Belgium. This number is increasing every year. People who receive food support are double than other municipalities in the Flemish community of Belgium. A lot of the poverty is due to  generational poverty. The childcare centre is located in one of the poorest areas of Aalst. Since the centre is organised by the hospital OLV-ziekenhuis Aalst, 60% of the children are children of staff members of the hospital (logistic staff, doctors, nurses,…). Because statistics in the Flemish community of Belgium showed how childcare is inaccessible for families living in poverty, families from ethnic cultural minoritiesand single parents (Hedebouw&Petermens, 2010; MAS, 2007; Vandenbroeck, Geens&Berten, 2014; Van Lancker, 2013), the childcare centre has since 2011 specifically focused on making the centre accessible for children and families who live in poverty by having a proactive admission policy. 30% of the places are now reserved for families who live in poverty. 10% of the places goes to families living in the neighborhood. Specific attention is also given by reserving places for children with special needs. In addition to the proactive admission policy, the childcare centre rethought their quality policy by focusing on the well-being and participation of children, parents, staff members and the outside world (local communities, social partners,…) as intertwined domains. Respect for diversity of children, parents and staff is a central issue and parents are considered important partners in ensuring quality care for the children. The childcare workers invest a lot of time in building a reciprocal, trust relationship with parents so parents feel supported and reassured that their children are doing well and staff members can learn from the parents since they know their child the best. In order to find and invite parents living in poverty and create the image that childcare is also available for families living in poverty in contrast to the predominant belief that childcare is only available for middleclass two income families, the childcare centre has been working closely together with ‘Mensenvoormensen’ [people for people], a poverty advocacy group. In this organisation people who have experienced poverty and social exclusion and people who are still living in poverty, come together and speak up about their participation in society which often results in  policy recommendations in the fields of welfare, employment, education, …. ‘Mensenvoormensen’ endorsesa human rights perspective, in which the dignity and power of people living in poverty are central.  People in poverty do not only ask for help, but they want to be recognized, valued and heard in the society and public debates. What are causes of poverty and social inclusion and what can structurally be done in policies like for instance the access to childcare? By continuously stimulating a dialogue between the staff of the childcare centre, the parents in the childcare centre and the poverty advocacy group, the quality of care and education of a diversity of children, including children living in poverty, can remain high.
	ShortPresentation: KOLVA vzw is the legal representative and board of different catholic schools in Aalst. The school involved in this project is the Sint-Maarten Institute. This a pre-primary and primary school located at the Moorselbaan in Aalst. This school consists out of 1 director, 2 care coordinators, 11 kindergarten teachers, 16 primary school teachers, 2 teachers in gymnastics, 1 administrative staff member and 1 ICT staff member. The kindergarten has 122 toddlers and the primary school has 210 children. Most of these children live in Aalst and approximately 20 % of the children are from ethnic-cultural minorities. In Aalst 8,8 % of the children are born in a poor family, which is higher than the average in the Flemish community of Belgium. This number is increasing every year. The school is located in one of the poorest areas of Aalst.  Because of this the school invested in cost policies for parents living in poverty and a policy on the use of languages. The school developed many cooperative teaching methods in order to co-construct expertise and knowledge on working with children who do not speak the dominant language of the school, Dutch. The mission and vision is built upon the vision of the catholic umbrella organisation in which the child is seen and positively approached as a unique personality and as part of a close, caring community. 
	DescriptionExperience: Within ERI, DRCPI SBS has extensive experience in areas which are relevant to the present project:1.Designing and carrying out action/participatory research on issues directly related to transition from preschool to primary school level. In the 90s we carried out the project 'Assuring continuity in education in transition from preschool to primary school' the aims of which were to develop different models of transition and to find effective ways to cope with very serious change in our school system according to school reform in Slovenia (compulsory school age was pushed down from child’s 7 years to 6 years).  2.Designing and carrying out action/participatory research on issues directly related to transition from home environment to preschool and to primary school level, with special focus on vulnerable children (Romani children). In the years 2010-2013 the Centre was implementing the European Social Found project 'The increase in Social and Cultural Capital in Areas with a Roma Population'. Among the activities that have been developed, two types of activities were directly connected with the theme of this proposal: a)“Getting to know you” days in preschools and primary schools - the aim was to win the trust of parents and children towards the institution, which influences parents’ decision as to whether to send their child to the institution (preschool) or not and to send first graders to primary school regularly.b)Activities for children, who are not enrolled in preschool, and their families (creative workshops, activities for stimulating different areas of a child’s development with an aim to empower parents to implement them also at their home, talks with parents about child education, the importance of early learning for success in later life etc.).c)Expanding the offer of high-quality preschool programs for Romani children, who are not enrolled in preschool, and their parentsin order to ensure smooth transitions of children from family/home environment to the preschool institution as well as strengthening the role of parents in supporting child's development, building trust towards educators, and increasing parents' interest in enrolling their child/children in a preschool.  3.Establishing and managing Network of preschools and primary schools, within which we care for continuity in pedagogical approaches between involved preschools and primary schools. The main focus is on assuring quality of early childhood education and continuous professional development of staff. The network provides us with opportunity to implement majority of our innovative projects and involve practitioners in participatory research activities.4.Organising and implementing professional development courses and action-research initiatives for preschool teachers, primary school teachers, educators and pedagogical coordinators, as well as principals of preschools and elementary schools.The skills and expertise of the key persons involved inthe project are summarised below.Jerneja Jager, PhD; head of Developmental Research Center for Pedagogical Initiatives Step by Step (DRCPI SBS) at the Educational Researcher Institute (ERI), holds a University degree in Pedagogy; Inclusive Pedagogics (Master's Study Program), and a PhD in Educational Sciences. She is employed as an assistant with a PhD at the ERI, DRCPI SBS. She works as a project manager and coordinator of national and inte Recently, she was responsibile for the ESF project 'The increase in social and cultural capital in areas with a Roma population(2010-2013)' where she coordinated activities for children, who are not enrolled in preschools, and their families (focus on transition between home environment and preschool), developing trainings for educators and monitor implementation of this activities. Mateja Režek is doctoral student at University of Primorska, Education Faculty and a researcher at DRCPI SBS. She is a coordinator of national/international projects, member of task force group for ISSA Quality Standards, master teacher's trainer on national and international level, lecturer on trainings, seminars and conferences in Slovenia and abroad. Her work focuses on teachers' professional development, quality in education, social justice, intercultural education, active learning and teaching methods. Recently she was in involved the ESF project 'The increase in social and cultural capital in areas with a Roma population(2010-2013)'. Petra Zgonec's research at DRCPI SBS focuses on equal opportunities to quality education for all children from birth to 10. She is experienced in conducting seminars for ECEC professionals and in the implementation of the Step by step (ISSA) methodology for the Slovenian national curriculum.Samanta Baranja's research work as researcher at DRCPI SBS focuses on Romani language and education of Romani children. She is also Romani Early Years Network Advisory group member and national coordinator of Romani Early Years Network Slovenia.
	DescriptionExperience: The University of Bologna (Bologna) is one of the European leading universities in the management of international cooperation projects and mobility projects. In the last 5 years Bologna has been selected as coordinator and partner in many EU projects (Erasmus+, LLP Multilateral projects, ALFA, Tempus, Edulink, VII FP, Horizon 2020, Atlantis), in order to foster internationalization of education.Specifically regarding the last year Erasmus+ calls, we have been selected for 2 Joint Master Degrees, 5 Consortia, 1 KA3, 5 Capacity Building Projects and 18 Strategic Partnerships (SP).Within UNIBO,  the Department of Education has extensive experience in the following areas which are relevant to the present project:- designing and carrying out empirical research on issues related to early childhood education and care in close cooperation with local and regional authorities as well as with school authorities; - organising and running professional development courses and action-research initiatives for teachers, educators and pedagogical coordinators tailored to local needs, - promoting research dissemination and cultural events in partnership with local agencies and stakeholders (municipal and regional authorities, professional associations, ECEC and school institutions); - sustain the dissemination of good practices through publications on the academic journal 'Ricerche di Pedagogia e Didattica' (http://rpd.unibo.it/) and on the practitioner's journal 'Infanzia' (www.rivistainfanzia.it) edited by the Department.Since January 2015, the Department of Education runs a Professional Development Master Course (Corso di Alta Formazione) for in-services pedagogical coordinators, which is co-funded by the Emilia-Romagna Region and attended by coordinators who are responsible for early childhood services operating across the public and private NFP sector in five different provinces. Beside academic staff, the Department of Education employs 16 administrative and technical staff with experience and specific expertise in proposal preparation, negotiation, implementation and project management. The skills and expertise of the key persons involved inthe project are summarised below.Lucia Balduzzi (scientific coordinator) is Associate Professor at the School of Psychology and Education where she teaches BA courses on Play-based Educational Methodologies and Organisation of Learning Environments. Her research focuses on the innovations that are occurring in the early childhood education and care sector by investigating the relations between institutions, educational policies and delivery models. Her recent work focuses more specifically on educational continuity between pre-school and primary school institutions which is explored in relation to pedagogical approaches to transitions as well as in relation to teachers’ professionalization across the ECEC and compulsory school education field (Lazzari & Balduzzi, 2013; 2014). Currently she is leading the Professional Development Master Course for pedagogical coordinators co-funded by the Emilia-Romagna Region.Arianna Lazzari is Post-doctoral Research Fellow at the University of Bologna. She has been working in the field of ECEC for over ten years, gaining professional and academic experience both in Italy and abroad (UK, Ireland, Sweden). Her research focuses mainly on professionalism and professional development of practitioners working in early childhood settings across Europe as well as on ECEC policy developments in cross-national perspective. Over the last year she has been involved in the Eurofound project ‘Assessing childcare services in Europe’ (2013/S 117-198914) on the impact of staff training and working conditions. She also participated, as a country-expert for Italy, to the 'Study on the effective use of early childhood education and care in preventing early school leaving’ (EAC/17/2012) commissioned by the DG Education and Culture.Michela Schenetti is Senior Researcher at the School of Psychology and Education where she teaches BA courses on Models of Educational Mediation and Professional Development of Early Childhood Educators. Coming from a pedagogical coordinator professional background, she has extensive experience in the supervision and professional development of ECEC practitioners and teachers. Her lwork focuses ion participatory action-research with parents and professionals aimed at promoting the innovation of educational and didactic practices in ECEC settings.Patrizia Rampioni is a Phd student at the Dep.of Education. She is interested in the research’s methodology in education. Her studies focuses in particular on participatory action-research in education.Ivan Traina is responsible for administration and management EU-funded projects at the Department of Education: supporting management phases; guaranteeing continuous support and homogenous knowledge transfer regarding general management aspects of EU funded projects.
	DescriptionExperience: Pen Green has extensive experience in the following areas, which are relevant to the present project:• designing and carrying out research on issues related to early childhood education and care • organising and running professional development courses and action-research initiatives for teachers, educators and pedagogical coordinators,• promoting research dissemination through national and international conferences • writing for research journals and publishing our work in books about our practice (EECERA Journal, Early Years journal, Working with Families (2013) edited by M. Whalley, C. Arnold & R. Orr, Involving Parents in their Children’s Learning (3rd ed in press 2015) edited by M. Whalley, Pen Green Research employs 19 staff including researchers, administrative and technical staff with experience and expertise in project design, implementation and project management.Dr Margy WhalleyMargy set up and led the MA in Leadership and the MA in Integrated Provision for Children and Families with Leicester University.  She led a team from Pen Green in conceptualising, designing and developing the Department for Education funded National Professional Qualification in Integrated Centre Leadership (NPQICL) and following the national roll out of the pilot, a highly successful evaluation of the project was undertaken by Prof Joao Formosinho, University of Minho, Braga. Margy has a national and international reputation for her work with parents and the innovative methodologies she has developed at Pen Green in sharing knowledge with parents as co-educators, enabling parents to be advocates for their children and thereby building community capacity. Margy currently leads both the Pen Green Centre for Children and Families and Research Base.Dr Cath ArnoldCath led on the MA in Integrated Provision for Children and Families at Pen Green for 8 years and worked at the Pen Green Children’s Centre for Children and Their Families for 19 years. She completed her doctoral studies in 2007 entitled “Young children’s expressions and representations of emotions and attachment in their spontaneous patterns of behaviour: An exploration of a researcher’s understanding”. Her current research interests are children’s learning and development, children’s schematic learning, working with families and the emotional roots of learning. She is currently co – leading on the Initial Teacher Trainig (QTS) modules at Pen Green.  Kate HaywardKate leads on the MA programmes at Pen Green and is currently involved in practitioner research projects with staff in the Nursery School and Children’s Centre at Pen Green. Recent projects have included a focus on social learning and learning through peer interactions. She leads training programmes on parental involvement and assessment for learning. She is also leading on a Department for Education funded project, ‘Being Two’, working with 9 Associate Trainers in 9 Early Years Teaching Centres across the UK on guided action research projects to support the pedagogy of those working in private and voluntary and independent settings with two year old funded children.  Kate co –leads the Initial Teacher Trainig (QTS) at Pen Green in partnership with the University of Hertfordshire.  Eddie McKinnonEddie McKinnon’s main role at the Pen Green Research, Development and Training Base is as a teacher and tutor on the Foundation Degree, BA and MA courses offered to practitioners who work with children and families. In the past he has trained parents in Corby to carry out parent-led needs assessments and evaluations of public services in the town, acting as the research project coordinator and author of the reports. Eddie has also facilitated and supported practitioner-led research projects in the town’s children’s centres, supporting the practitioners to become investigators of their own practice and encouraging them to critically reflect on how they can become more effective in their work with families.  Eddie has an abiding interest in the development of social policy in the areas of children’s centres, early years provision and schools along with the socio-economic structures and processes that give rise to and perpetuate social and educational inequalities and life chances.    
	DescriptionExperience: The VBJK has extensive experience in the area relevant for this project, as attested by the activities carried out by the centre in relation to working on accessible ECEC and staff professional development:• VBJK has built up a lot of expertise in accessibility and respect for diversity in ECEC, both in a local and international context. Since the beginning of the nineties VBJK invested in action research projects in Belgium and created many training products. Concerning accessibility, VBJK  also works on rethinking the transitions that children and families experience from the home or daycare environment to the school environment. One of the VBJK staff members, Katrien Van Laere,  is currently doing a PHD on understandings of care and education according to parents and staff in relation to ensure the accessibility of kindergarten for the youngest children between 2,5 and 4 years. VBJK participated in the ‘Study on the effective use of early childhood education and care in preventing early school leaving’ ( 2013-2014) commissioned by the European Commission DG EAC. The study includes a literature review on transitions between the different educational systems and discusses the transitions in different European countries. Based on these scientific insights, VBJK started in January 2015 a small action research project financed by the Flemish Community Commission (VGC) in Brussels started to make the transitions smoother and better for disadvantaged children. Moreover VBJK collaborates with the University of Ghent, department of Social Work and Social Pedagogy in a FWO project since January 2015 to follow children living in poverty closely in a transition moment from home to kindergarten. What are learning opportunities for the child in these transitions and which conditions does a ECEC system needs in order to ensure good learning? Results of both projects will be expected in 2017.• In order to ensure accessible and inclusive ECEC for all children including children coming from a financially disadvantaged background and migrant background, professional training of ECEC staff is crucial. VBJK was since 2010 part of the CoRe study, coordinated by the university of East London and commissioned by the European Commission DG Education and culture on competence requirements for staff in ECEC. VBJK was the promoter of a research commissioned by  Eurofound: Assessing childcare services in Europe (2013-2014).  The topic of this research is a systematic review of the studies documenting how improving the working conditions and professional development opportunities of ECEC staff affects the quality of services with a particular focus on the outcomes of children and staff child interaction.  Concerning professional support, VBJK has developed in the framework of a European Social Found program a tool for pedagogical guidance for ECEC centres (Wanda) in order to have quality, inclusive childcare for a diversity of children and families. This tool has been rewarded with the ESF Ambassadorship and thanks to these additional founds it is now being used in  Slovenia, Hungary, Croatia and Czech Republic. What are the skills and/or expertise of key persons involved in this project?The Director, Jan Peeters has led and managed Europeanresearch and innovationprojects for 20 years. He was the lead investigator for three European Social Fund projects on professionalism with partners from different European countries: Training for childcareworkers ( 1992-1994),  ‘MilestonestowardsQuality, throughEquality’ (MEQ, 1995-1998) and ImprovingChildcare (2004-2008) and was senior researcher in two European researchprojects (CompetencesRequirements in ECEC, 2011 and ‘The Role of ECEC in preventingearlyschoolleaving, 2014) and he was the promotor of a systematic review for Eurofound on the Impact of working conditions and continuous professional development  in ECEC on childrens outcomes’ (2015). He was also as expert involved in the development of the European Quality Framework. Jan Peeters has played a leadingrole in promoting innovative researchprojects and in producing didactical materials in many European languages(video films, books , brochures, games, on line tools , seewww.vbjk.be/English) ) Katrien Van Laere is a researcher at VBJK and coordinated a number of Belgian and European actionresearches concerning accessibility of ECEC, diversity, parent participation, coaching and professionalisation. Shewas part of the researchers team of the CoRe study on competence requirements in ECEC, commissioned by the EuropeanCommission, DG Education and Culture. Currently she is working on a PhD studyin the Departement of Social Work and Social Pedagogy of the Ghent University on how parents from migrant and poor background experience the transition from home or from childcare to pre-primary education. 
	DescriptionExperience: As indicated above, the main areas in which DD Vignola could share its expertise with other partners within the START project are:  - educational tools and good practice related to children's transitions from pre-school to primary school,- families' participation in transition's practices,- good practice and tools for sustaining transition of special needs children in integrated settings,- community engagement and social inclusion. With specif reference to the areas of expertise indicated above, the professional profiles of the teachers that will take part to the project are described in details below. All teachers that choose to get involved in the START project are strongly motivated to increase their professional knowledge and competence in relation to educational continuity and inclusive transition practices in a transnational perspective that values learning exchanges among European professional colleagues.       Profile 1 (Elisabetta Scaglioni). Primary school teacher who hold English B2 level. She has previous experience of participation in training activities abroad and she has a long standing experience as primary school coordinator. Last year she coordinated the KA1 project ”Improving the quality of foreign language teaching” at DD Vignola. She is an expert in the use of the e-Twinning platform and she took part to several e-Twinning events both in Italy and abroad.  She received the European Quality Label for the eTwinning Project “Different cities – one family”.Profile 2. Graduated at International Language Secondary School, she has  been teaching English in Primary school for 20 years. She’s also teaching Italian, Maths, Geography, Music, History. Her expertise focuses on cross curricular teaching and CLIL methodology. Profile 3 (Monica Lavini). Primary school teacher of English, who got English C1 level. She got University degree in foreign languages in 2004 and attended the University course for interpreters and translators (2000-2003). She’s been collaborating with the university of Reggio Emilia as English trainer for students  and conductor of workshops about glottodidactics of English for primary school teachers: CLIL, drama, webquest, digital storytelling, taskbased teaching. In 2014 she passed the concourse for University tutor at Bologna University where she trains students during their school apprenticeship and  she is conductor  of workshops about English glottodidactics. Since 2008 she’s been collaborating with INDIRE, Ministry of Education, as English trainer and researcher and training teachers to level B1-B2.  In 2013 she won a Comenius grant for in service training and last year she was the writer and coordinator of the Erasmus plus project “The Expressive Approach In English Teaching And Learning: Drama And Ict In Clil Modules”.Profile 4.  Preschool teacher with many years of experience in nursey schools and preschools. Her areas of expertise are teaching trough different kind of projects: art, respect of the environment, continuity. She is the educational coordinator of the school in wich she teaches. She has good digital and technological skills.Profile 5 (Elisa Grandi). Preschool teacher with pedagogical coordination responsibilities (preschool coordinator and school director assistant). She has over ten years experience of pedagogical guidance and professional support provided to educational staff within the DD Vignola, and she is also a member of the school scientific advisory board. She holds a degree in Education and- in relation to the issues related to educational continuity - she has experience as a trainer and as a conference speaker. She is currently representative of the teaching staff within the DD Vignola school council and she is responsible for the project on inter-generational mentoring (see section above) as well as for the projects related to the inclusion of children with special educational needs.Profile 6. Preschool teacher with over 20 years experience of professional educator in rehabilitation centers and schools.  Long experience as an educator taught her to use the observation to grasp the individual skills and create the conditions to make it evolve thus allowing all children to experience success and mature idea of whether it is a competent person. She has a specific training for working with disabled pupils and with learning difficulties. She has good digital and technological skills.
	DescriptionExperience: Vision of Kindergarten Plavček by Primary School Tišina:We enable children to learn skills and competences that will help them for the rest of their lives. We support them by the recognition and awareness of their strengths and growth. We offer them support by the formation of their self-esteem, independence, responsibility, critical thinking and their competences for teamwork.The life and work in the kindergarten is based on mutual responsibility, collaboration and development of the culture concerning the dialogue with parents and the rest of the community. We consider the child`s individual differences in development and learning. We professionally support and follow the child`s learning and development and take care for the child`s well being.We joined the 'Step by Step Methodology' in the school year 1999/2000. We started with three groups and later expanded to six.Activities in collaboration with the school:-implementation of project EKO (on environmental education) within the kindergarten in collaboration with a Biology teacher from primary school,-project Reading Badge in collaboration with the librarian, visits in the school library,-enrichment activity Mini rollerblading school in collaboration with a physical education teacher,-exercise with music in collaboration with a physical education teacher,-pre-school children visit the 1st Grade pupils and participate in class, -pre-school children present themselves to pupils with a drama performance, -primary school pupils come to kindergarten and perform for children, read them fairytales, dance for them,-organisation of joint performances at school events,-organisation of professional conferences for parents.Below the professional profiles and expertise of the teachers that will take part to the project are described in details: Profile 1 : Leader of START project activities carried out within the school, she has participated in:- the implementation of nine-year school as second professional worker,-in the follow-up group to be published for the preparation of schoolbook,- in the case study in the framework of the project 'Competence Requirements in Early Childhood Education and Care' (funded by the DG Education and Culture of the European Commission)Profile 2:  - cooperation in the framework of the project 'The increase in social and cultural capital in areas with a Roma population (2010-2013)- good practice in the field of Arts in the kindergarten and the presentation of contribution  in codeProfile 3 :- the coordinator of the project Emerging literacy- keeping  singing chorus  in kindergartenProfile 4 :- assistant principal- knowledge of the organisation of work - knowledge of the work and the professional competences of teachers  in first, second and third classProfile 5 :- moderator folklore activities of school children and associated with folklore in kindergarten- sport activities of school childrenProfile 6 :- the connection of the drama society and the work of the children in the nursery- organizer of cultural events.
	DescriptionExperience: Our Reception classes (4-5 year olds in their first year at school) receive children from Pen Green nursery as well as many other nurseries across the town of Corby. We will bring our expertise and experience of working with families and children and nursery practitioners during the transition into school. All teacher/early years educators participating in the START project have BA hons Degrees and or qualified teachers status. The headteacher and teacher leaders at Rockingham Primary School have previously participated in a series of partnership projects with the Pen Green Centre:- project one focussed on transition and teacher exchange,- project two focussed on involving parents in children's learning,- project three focussed on tracking and mapping children's progress from the Early Childhood Centre to Primary School. Senior staff at Rockingham Road are currently studying Masters degrees at Pen Green.
	DescriptionExperience: Our Reception classes (4-5 year olds in their first year at school) receive children from our own nursery and Pen Green nursery as well as many other nurseries across the town of Corby. We will bring our expertise and experience of working with families and children and nursery practitioners during the transition into school. Studfall has experienced and committed staff, with a strong head teacher concerned with developing practitioner research. All teacher/early years educators participating in the START project have BA hons Degrees and or qualified teachers status. The headteacher and teacher leaders at Studfall Junior, Infant and Nursery School have previously participated in a series of partnership projects with the Pen Green Centre:- project one focussed on transition and teacher exchange,- project two focussed on involving parents in children's learning,- project three focussed on tracking and mapping children's progress from the Early Childhood Centre to Primary School.
	DescriptionExperience: 1) Including children and families living in poverty in MezennestjeBy collaborating with the poverty advocacy group ‘mensenvoormensen’, the childcare centre worked on a proactive admission policy and a new pedagogical quality policy within the centre. In the Flemish community of Belgium, people can obtain a professional degree in becoming an ‘ervaringsdeskundige’, a consultant who experiences or has experienced poverty himself/herself. Since 2011 consultants of the poverty advocacy group ‘mensen voor mensen’ have been working closely together with the childcare workers and the parents in order to make the centre a place, in which also children and families living in poverty feel well, valued and can participate in this community. Recently parents living in poverty can do voluntary work in the daycare centre as first step to (re)enter the labour market again. In the out-of-school care centre for example younger people (below 30 years) can partially work and partially follow an initial training to become a out-of-school care worker.2) Including children and families living in poverty in AalstSince 2011, the director of the childcare centre, Hilde Schockaerthas been coordinating a working group of public and private childcare centres, linked to the local government Aalst, on making childcare accessible for children and families living in poverty. They did several actions like asking families in poverty what the thresholds are of going to childcare, discussing the thresholds with the poverty advocacy group, creating an easy understandable folder on childcare possibilities in Aalst for parents and for social organisations who are in contact with families in poverty and creating and organising professional trainings in collaboration with the poverty advocacy group on human rights, respect for diversity, poverty and social exclusion for childcare staff. Based on their experiences, they give policy recommendations to the municipality of Aalst and Child & Family, the governmental organisation responsible for childcare. 3) Including children with special needsSince 2014 the childcare centre has a recognition of the government in order to coach other childcare centres in Aalst to make their childcare accessible for children with special needs (Centre for Inclusive Childcare). In this pilot project the centre itself focusses on reserving places for children with special needs and to rethink the pedagogical quality in dialogue with the parents. The centre aims to raise awareness in Aalst on making childcare accessible for children with special needs. Other childcare centres can ask for support and individual coaching of the childcare centre Mezennestje in order to ensure inclusive childcare. 4) Working on a warm transition for children from the centre to the kindergartenRecently the childcare centre has started a working group  in order to make the transition to kindergarten for children and families living in poverty more smooth. This group consist out of childcareworkers, kindergarten teachers of some schools, parents of the centre and the poverty advocacy group ‘mensenvoormensen’.  This working group started because many parents told the childcare staff how much they have trust in the centre but are unsure to send their children to kindergarten. Recently one of the out-of-schoolcare workers who also works in the closest kindergarten, participates in this Group. 
	DescriptionExperience: The school has a lot of experience in working with children and families who live in poverty. This project would be the first opportunity to work specifically towards the care and education of the youngest children (2,5-4 years old) who are experiencing a transition from the home or the childcare environment to kindergarten. In general the school does some actions to enhance the equal opportunities of all children. 1) Costpolicy for families living in povertyParents and families who have difficulties with paying the school fees, are individually supported by the director to set-up a manageable paying plan, to bring the parents in contact with other organisations that can help them in a material way (f.e. food stamps, …)2) Collaborating with partnersThe school collaborates with the local equal opportunities group (LOP aalst) in order to make the subscription policy of the school accessible towards families living in poverty. The school collaborates with the poverty advocacy group ‘mensen voor mensen’ in order to discuss the costs and train the teachers in raising awareness on poverty. 
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	ProjectRationale: The analysis of the needs of TARGET GROUPS - ECEC/SCHOOL PROFESSIONALS, CHILDREN, FAMILIES and DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES - preliminarly carried out at each location for the elaboration of START proposal revealed the following critical issues to be addressed:- the fragmentation of educational systems at different level (split ECEC systems as well as the split between pre- and primary school) produces discontinuity in pedagogical approaches and practice implemented within such institutions;   -during transitions from one setting to another children are thefore required to make great effort to adapt to a new relational and  learning environent; -this has negative repercussions on children's learning and socialising experiences which, in turn, have a detrimental impact on their school achievements on the long term;-children belonging to vulnerable/marginalised groups are particularly at risk of experiencing negative transitions which lead to lasting relational difficulties and poor educational performance;-practitioners and teachers are rarely supported to develop new practices for smoothening transitions.        In the context of the needs identified at local and transnational level by the partners involved, this project aims to develop innovative practices for facilitating children's transitions across ECEC services and school institutions by sustaining local experimentation through staff professional development and participatory action-research. Within this framework, the SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES of the project are:1)to examine existing transitions practices within a slightly different focus at each location which take into account the diversified needs of target groups in each context (transitions between home and ECEC/school institutions, transitions from day-care to pre-school settings, transitions between pre- and primary school);    2)to identify areas for improvement of educational practices through a participatory research approach which involves ECEC practitioners, teachers, families and researchers in designing innovative approaches, methods and tools for smoothening transitions across the diverse learning environments experienced by children (home, ECEC and school settings). Special attention will be paid on how transition practices could be improved in order to promote the school success of children facing complex situations (eg. socio-economic disadvantage) and to promote the engagement of families at risk of social exclusion (eg. Roma) through emancipatory approaches;3)to increase ECECpractitioners'/teachers’ pedagogical and didactic competence through the participation to: a) joint professional development activities conducted by internationally renowned research and training institutions, b) peer-learning activities allowing the systematic exchange of educational materials and reflection upon practices at transnational level (mobility and virtual learning environment), c) collaborative action-research projects which involve parents and children in the co-construction of transition practices;   4)to promote the educational innovation of early childhood and school institutions by experimenting, through action-research, new pedagogical approaches and educational practices that help children – especially those who are most at risk of school failure – to face successfully transition processes by focusing on their strengths and potentialities; 5)to review strengths and weaknesses characterising the experimentation of innovative practices carried out at each location in order to identify principles of good practices that could contribute to transnational exchange and learning (key-success factors for transferability even beyond the present project) as well as to the elaboration of ‘protocols’ for interinstitutional cooperation between ECEC, school, research/training institutions and other agencies within local communities.By valuing the exchange of good practices elaborated in different contexts – rather than transferring best practices from one context to another – existing transitions practices will be examined and rethought within a slightly different focus at each location, which take into account the diversified needs of target groups in each context. In this sense, the ADDED VALUE of carrying out this project transnationally consists in:- maximising the impact of pedagogical, educational and didactic innovation that can be generated by joining the diversified research and professional expertise deriving from each partner involved (see previous sections on background and experience)- providing ECEC practitioners and school teachers with the access to high quality training activities aimed at increasing professionals’ competence in the development and experimentation of transition practices that are responsive of the needs of children, families and communities at each location (by focusing specifically on those children who are most at risk of ‘low achievement’ and social exclusion).
	ProjectInnovativinessDescription: As highlighted by the Council Recommendation on Early School Leaving (Council of European Union, 2011) DEVELOPING EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AS LEARNING COMMUNITIES BASED ON A COMMON VISION SHARED BY ALL STAKEHOLDERS – including PROFESSIONALS, CHILDREN, FAMILIES and LOCAL COMMUNITIES – IS  CRUCIAL FOR  ENCOURAGING CHILDREN and young people TO SUCCESSFULLY ENGAGE IN EDUCATION in education and training at different levels of the school system. Despite this consensus, very few transnational initiatives were realised so far in order to empower professionals, children, families and local communities in the creation of learning communities across ECEC and school institutions. Even rarer are initiatives that look at educational transitions as an occasion to strengthen the capabilities of young children – especially of those children who belong to the most vulnerable groups – or as opportunity to engage with families – especially those who belong to marginalised communities – for promoting children’s educational success throughout the school system (Rimantas et al., 2014).  Against this background, the START project aims at IMPROVING TRANSITION PRACTICES THROUGH A PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH APPROACH that involves PROFESSIONALS, CHILDREN, FAMILIES and RESEARCHERS in designing INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGIES, METHODS and TOOLS for SMOOTHENING TRANSITIONS across the diverse learning environments experienced by children in their childhood years (HOME, ECEC and SCHOOL SETTINGS). In doing so, special attention will be paid on how transition practices could be rethought through collaborative work with parents and professionals for PROMOTING SCHOOL SUCCESS of CHILDREN (especially those who are facing complex situations), empowering their learning strategies and nurturing their capabilities. From this perspective, the proposed project is innovative - and the same time complementary - to 2 other EU-funded projects:- the 'EASE' project carried out in the framework of the LLL programme and completed in 2010, which adopted a transnational approach mostly directed toward the exploration of existing practices in 8 partners’ countries by emphasising early literacy learning;- the FP7 funded Marie-Curie International Research Staff Exchange Scheme 'POET' which is currently focusing on pedagogies of educational transitions by bringing together experienced and early career researchers from universities in 5 countries to build expertise and skills, and strengthen international partnerships in the area of researching young children's educational transitions.In addition, the START project builds on the findings of the ‘Study on the effective use of ECEC in preventing ESL’ (Rimantas et al., 2014) which was commissioned by the DG EAC of the European Commission. In particular, by promoting opportunities for practitioners' and teachers' learning through practice-based research and exchanges of good practices, the project seek to address the following Recommendations for policy-making and research elaborated by ECEC-ESL study:- reinforcing networks and exchanges between stakeholders across the national borders on the importance of ECEC in laying and strengthening the foundations for further learning and interrelatedness of ECEC with subsequent levels of education,- documenting and disseminating good practice examples of educational continuity and making them widely accessible to all European policymakers and practitioners,- organising the links between different educational levels, schools, and grades so that they support transitions for diverse groups of children in the best possible way, meaning that every child is given an open path according to its potentials and abilities,- elaborating successful practice and appropriate tools for the professional development of practitioners and teachers, providing them with guidance and support needed in order to adjust educational pathways to the individuality of each child. References: Council of the European Union. 2011. Recommendation on policies to reduce early school leaving. http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2011:191:0001:0006:EN:PDF EASE project website: www.ease-eu.com POET project website:http://www.mdh.se/forskning/poet-pedagogies-of-educational-transitions-1.41219?l=en_UK
	ProjectPartnersSelectionDescription: All university/research/training organisations involved in the partnership (ERI, UNIBO, Pen Green, VBJK) have previously collaborated either in European research projects or in the organisation of international training events and seminars . In addition they are all part of international associations and networks such as:- EECERA (European Early Childhood Education Research Association), the largest EU-based network for ECEC scholars, policy makers, researchers and practitioners;- ISSA (International Step by Step Association),  a network that connects professionals - as well as non-profit organizations working in the field of early childhood development - and that counts more than 50 members across Europe and Central Asia.   UNIBO and VBJK have previously collaborated in the EU-funded ‘Study on the effective use of ECEC in preventing ESL’ (Rimantas et al., 2014). In addition, Dr.Lazzari and Dr.Peeters successfully collaborated on the following EU projects:- ‘Assessing childcare services in Europe’ (Peeters et al., 2015)– consisting in a systematic literature review on the impact of staff training and working conditions on the quality of ECEC services and children’s outcomes (commissioned by Eurofound)- ‘Competence requirements for staff in early childhood education and care’ (Urban et al., 2011) – consisting of a literature review, a survey of staff professional and training profiles, as well as seven country case studies, one of which was carried out in Slovenia in collaboration with Jerneja Jager from ERI (commissioned by the DG EAC).Peen Green and UNIBO successfully collaborated in the realisation of a two-days seminar on ‘Action Research Methodologies’ that took place at Pen Green in April2014 for the professional development and research-based training of ECEC practitioners. In the course of these previous collaborations, a high level of commonality emerged in relation to the understanding of practice-based research methodologies as well as in relation to stakeholders’ involvement in participatory research and professional development processes. This creates solid foundation for the successful implementation of the present project and for the potential impact of educational innovation beyond the local settings involved. In addition, each of these 4 partners (UNIBO, Pen Green, VBJK, ERI) not only have strong link with the educational institutions involved, but also with the agencies that are responsible for policy-making at local and regional level, as well as with national professional networks (eg. Emilia-Romagna Region, Corby Local Authority, Flemish Community Commission, Step by Step Network).Similarly, ECEC and school partners will bring into the START project their long standing experience and expertise in working with children and their families across diverse settings, in particular:1.being a large-scale, multi-site institution widespread on local territory, DD Vignola (IT) has developed over the years high quality inter-institutional practice related to educational continuity  (use of pedagogical documentation for involving parents in transitions, inter-professional exchange among pre- and primary school teachers for co-planning transition activities, strong link with health and socio-educational services in the local area for supporting transitions of special need children across different school levels);      2. being part, since 1999/2000, of a large school network that provides training and research opportunities to its staff ('Step by Step' Network) , OS Tisina (SL) participated to several international and national research projects, the last of which -  'The increase in social and cultural capital in areas with a Roma population(2010-2013)' - contributed to raise teacher's awarness and professional competence in successfully engaging with Roma children and families in pre- and primary school programmes; 3. being located in disadvantaged areas - characterised by high levels of poverty, unemployment and immigration - the childcare centre Mezennestje in the city of Aalst (BL) developed a proactive inclusive policy by: a)focusing on the well-being and participation of children, parents, staff members and the wider community and b)cooperating with the local poverty advocacy group. The expertise developed by Mezennestje in working with children and families living in poverty became a cataliser of change for local pre-schools-such as KOLVA kindergarden-which are willing to rethink their practice in a more inclusive way;   4. similarly the Rockingham and Studfall schools in Corby-one of the most deprived towns in England-were inspired by the outstanding participatory practice developed by Pen Green (Centre for Children & Families) and decided to cooperate with the centre and international partners in order to improve their current practice.Therefore the involvement of a wide range of institutions and their complemntary expertise are the main assets of the START project.
	CooperationAndCommunicationDescription: As project coordinator, ERI will be responsible for the coordination, planning, managing and overall delivery of the project to the highest standards as well as being responsible for the financial management of the service administration. More specifically, the role of ERI is defined as follow:- acting as primary contact for the Erasmus+ National Agency- being responsible for the contract negotiation stage and distributing funding to partners according to their budget and expenditure previously planned;-monitoring progress of all partners, ensuring that deliverables deadlines are meet by partners and taking responsibility for implementing necessary measures if they are not;-overseeing the project materials uploaded on the internal web-site, making sure that they are regularly updated and systematically made available and shared among  all partners; -summarising the final results and finalising project reports (interim, draft final and final). The articulation of the cooperation and communication among project partners is described below.1-Transnational meetings consistinting of:>M1:KICK-OFF meeting for detailed project planning which will define the role of each team member in operational terms, >M2:REVIEW AND INTEGRATION of project actitivities carried at each location, internal evaluation of training event(C1) and planning of next activities>M3:INTERIM meeting where representatives from each partner will report the annual monitoring of the project activities carried out at each location and will define in operational terms the planning of following year's activities (analysis of strengths, weaknesses and potential need for improvement of training and experimentation activities)>M4:REVIEW AND INTEGRATION of project advancements at each location, internal evaluation of training event(C2), and planning of next activities (including contingency measures, if needed),>M5:the results achieved by the project at each location and transnationally will be reported and potentialities for exploitation of results will be operationalised (division of task and responsibilities for the organisation of final dissemination activities and report writing),>M6:FINAL meeting for operationalising revisions of O6 following the E1 conference.    
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	ExpectedResultsDescription: The three main areas of activities carried out within the project will be:1) research pertaining early years transitions and educational continuity across different settings,2) the elaboration and experimentation of innovative pedagogical approaches and educational strategies that support children’s transitions along a continuum of learning experiences (from the home environment, to the day-care centre, to the pre-school and to school),3) the dissemination of the project’s findings and of its educational resources both in national and international debates (practitioner’s conferences, academic and policy-making fora) contributing to the advancement of transitions practices in Europe.         In relation to these three areas, both tangible and intangible outcomes are forseen. Tangible outcomes are related to the generation of new, practice-based research knowledge on the theme of educational transition. In this sense, the findings of the proposed project will complement the existing body of research carried out on this issue within EU-funded projects previously mentioned (eg. 'The role of ECEC in preventing ESL', EASE and POET). Beside the production of the intellectual outputs which will be described in details in section G (literature review, four case studies, policy guidelines and training kit), two projet reports will be elaborated:- an interim report describing the research, training and experimentation activities carried out in the course of the first 13 months and monitoring the effects on such activities on the participants and institutions involved (including analysis of strenghts, weaknesses and strategies for improvement),   - a final report providing an overview of projects results - deriving from the analysis of implemented research, training and experimentation activities - and highlighting key-success factors and difficulties encountered in relation to the achievement of proposed objectives.The interim report will be delivered at the end of September 2017 while the final report will be submitted at the end of February 2019.       In addition, a web-site will be specifically designed in order to provide updated information on:- the objectives and expected outcomes of the project, - the workplan of the project and its ongoing implementation activities including meetings and seminars organised at each location,  transnational training activities and international dissemination events,- the partners involved and the activities they are responsible for (including links to their institutional websites),- the published deliverables of the projects (including interim, final report and intellectual outputs as soon as they are released)- link to articles and conference papers published by each partner in relation to the project,- link to e-Twinning platform where the educational materials related to experimentation activities carried out in ECEC/school institutions will be shared.   Innovative transition practices, pedagogical approaches and educational strategies which will be experimented in ECEC/school institutions and evaluated by the means of participatory research will also be documented and shared on the project web-site as open educational resources. Such resources will be published in the forms of educational activities and practical tools that can serve as a source of inspiration also for those practitioners and teachers who were not involved in the project. In order to maximise the dissemination of such resources among ECEC and school networks, the educational materials produced will be shared on the e-Twinning platform as well as on the project web-site.    Beside the open-access platform, the project web-site will include a moodle platform for internal use where video and audio documentation of practices will be shared among participants only. These materials will be used by researchers and trainers for coaching activities carried out at each location. In this way, the improvement of transition practices at each location will be facilitated by transnational exchange of good practices and peer-learning. In fact, by watching the practice implemented by professional colleagues in other countries, practitioners and teachers at each location will reflect on how transition practices carried out in their own settings can be improved. Therefore, the complementary expertise of the ECEC/school partners involved will facilitate the improvement of transition practices through mutual learning.         In this sense, the intangible outputs of the project will consist of: - increased competence of ECEC practitioners and primary school teachers in dealing with transitions;- increased inter-institutional cooperation at local level and networking among ECEC and school institutions at inter-national (European) level for the exchange of good practice;- increased engagement of stakeholders (families, professionals and local communities) in the policy consultation processes.
	NumberOfIndirectParticipants: 6000
	IndirectParticipantsActivitiesDescription: The participants who will benefit directly from project activities will be:- 32 ECEC practitioners, school teachers and researchers who will participate in joint staff training events and benefit from transnational learning experiences,- approximately 400 children, families and community members (eg. in Slovenia activities will be realised also within Roma settlements) who will benefit directly from experimentation and pedagogical guidance activities carried out within case studies at  each location (Vignola, Tisina, Corby and Aalst),- stakeholders participating to the final dissemination conference taking place in Brussels (n=100), including participants from  START partner organisations for whom a specific grant is not foreseen (n=20).  More broadly, all children enrolled in ECEC/school institutions involved - along with their families - will benefit indirectly from the project as consequence of the improvement of educational practices  following the training and pedagogical guidance provided to practitioners and teachers. Therefore, approximately 4000 persons - including PROFESSIONALS, CHILDREN, FAMILIES and COMMUNITY MEMBERS will benefit indirectly from the increased competence of practitioners and teachers in planning educational initiatives that are more responsive of children's diverse learning needs and capabilities. LOCAL COMMUNITIES will also benefit indirectly from the project as they will be availing of ECEC and school institutions that are increasingly attentive toward the successfull inclusion of marginalised and disadvantaged groups. As extensively demonstrated by research (EACEA, 2009; Bennett, 2012) this will in turn produce positive effects on social cohesion and active citizenship on the long term.In addition, other persons who will benefit indirectly from the activities organised by the project are those to whom local and international dissemination activities will be targeted:- participants in local and regional dissemination events organised in collaboration with Local and Regional Authorities, as well as with national professional network such as 'Step by Step' and 'Roma Early Years Network' (n=600),- conference participants taking part to START self-organised symposiums at EECERA Annual Conferences that will be held in September 2017 and 2018 (n=50) and at ISSA conference that will be held in October 2016 (n=50) and 2018 (n=50)- BA and MA students at UNIBO and Pen Green to whom the educational resources produced within the START project will be presented as study materials within the courses they are attending (n=700),- practitioners and teachers who will be participating to in-service training activities organised by ERI and VBJK who will make use of project materials as learning materials (n=100),- ECEC and school professionals (coordinators, pedagogical counsellors, trainers, coaches) who will download and use the training kit published on the project web-site and disseminated through Associated Partners' newsletters (over 1000 recipients), - ECEC practitioners and school teachers who will use the educational resources uploaded on the e-Twinning platform. References:Bennett, J. (ed.) 2012. Early childhood education and care (ECEC) in promoting educational attainment including social development of children from disadvantaged backgrounds and in fostering social inclusion. Brussels: European Commission. http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/school/doc/ecec-report_en.pdfEACEA. 2009. Tackling social and cultural inequalities through early childhood education and care in Europe. Brussels: EACEA Eurydice. http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/about/eurydice/documents/098EN.pdf
	HasParticipantsWithFewerOpportunities: 20000272
	NumberOfParticipantsWithFewerOpportunities: 
	BarrierTypeCCM2Id: 
	SupportDescription: 
	PracticalArrangements: Before the starting of the project, the partners will work closely together to lay the fundations for a smooth starting and running of the project, especially by promoting the project aims and objectives within their respective organizations and by consolidating the project consortium. Particular attention will be paid to illustrate the project phases and activities to staff and members of the partner organizations - also to those who will not be directly involved in the project activities - in order to create a positive environment for the project development and implementation. This action will be done through internal workshops or meetings, depending on the size and nature of the partner organization. In addition, as soon as the agreement is signed the university/training/research organisations (ERI,UNIBO,VBJK,Pen Green,) at each location will contact the directors, coordinators and managers - who are responsible for the ECEC/schools institutions within which the experimentation of innovative transition practices will take place - in order to arrange a meeting with their staff. These preliminary meetings will express the committment of university/research/training organisations to closely cooperate with the ECEC/school institutions at local level and will ensure the active  engagement of their staff - teachers and educators - since the very beginning of the project. These preliminary meetings will possibly involve parents as well and will be held informally within ECEC/school organisations in order to build reciprocal relationships of trust for the succesfull cooperation of all actors involved in the action-research project. In this preliminary phase, the researchers will also meet the children in the classes and - together with their teacher / educator - will explain them the project in a simple way, according to their level of understanding (MacNaughton,2010).        All operations linked to the organization of the kick off meeting in Bologna (IT) will be carried out well in advance by ERI together with UNIBO. These operation will consists of: identification of dates, place, locations, reservation of flights and accommodations and draft agenda of the meeting. Internal channels of communication, including project mailing list and online tools for sharing documents (eg. Dropbox) will be set up within this phase in order to ensure an efficient internal communication from the very beginning of the project.A draft of the Consortium Agreement and the project management framework (illustrating partners role, tasks and responsibilities) will circulate in the preparation phase as to start the project with a clear framework and set of regulations and a solid projectconsortium.The applicant organisation (ERI) will explain in details the project financial arrangements to all partners within a dedicated skype conference to be organized before the project official starting date, and after the Contract with CMEPIUS  will be signed.Within the preparatory phase project partners will also work in view of reinforcing and enlarging their respective network of contacts at local, regional, national and European level, by carrying out awareness raising activities within events, workshops, courses and all activities that are part of the regular activities of each partner organization. At local and regional level, the beginning of the project START will be announced on the institutional websites of the partner organisations and on their newsletters.At international level, the START project will be launched through events and congresses that will be attended by ERI and the other project partners, such as the ISSA conference which will be held in Vilnius on 11-13 October.In addition, the project will be launched within online research communities and social networks (eg. ResearchGate, Facebook profiles of participant organisations and associate partners) where the researchers involved in the project have well established networks of professional colleagues at national and international level. A detailed dissemination plan will also be discussed among partners at this early stage and a roadmap outlining the responsibilities of each organisation in disseminating the ongoing results of the project at national and international level - will be elaborated in preparation of the KICK-OFF meeting.MacNaughton, G., Rolfe, S.A., Siraj-Blatchord, I. 2010. Doing early childhood research: international perspectives on theory and practice. New York: Open University Press.
	ProjectBudgetControl: The general coordination of the project is a task of the coordinator (ERI, including administrative management and technicalscientific management. Project management aims at guaranteing the successful initiation, implementation and conclusion of theproject, providing financial and administrative management of the project, monitoring and managing technical and scientific issues.The governance structure of the Consortium has three organizational levels which are illustrated below.1.At COORDINATION LEVEL the applicant organisation (ERI) will be responsible for:>representing START Partnership in negotiations and communication with CMEPIUS,>distributing funds among partners,>facilitating the management of the grant following the procedures positively tested in other LLP/Erasmus+ grant managed by ERI (see section D.1.3),>oversee, collect and prepare technical and financial reports according to agreed timescales,>supervise and monitor the project’s progress,>submit reports to CMEPIUS,>direct work progress toward the objectives and ouputs to be delivered,>ensure adherence to the project timetable and optimize overall impact,>alert CMEPIUS's representative as soon as any issue is likely to affect the attainment of deliverables and project results,and to propose appropriate contingencies to address such issues,>planning of the communication processes, which will be based on regular face to face events (6 transnational meetings), skype conferences in between physical meetings and the use of the dedicated intranet space of the web site which will contain the most important working documents, uploaded with versioning system enabled.2.At INTERMEDIATE STRATEGIC LEVEL a team consisting of 2 representatives for each research/training organisation/university leading project activities will act as an unique decision-making body capable of ensuring a balanced management of the project implementation by working in close cooperation with partner ECEC/school organisations' representatives at each location. The team will be coordinated by ERI and the key responsibilities of team members (UNIBO, VBJK and Pen Green representatives) will include:>detailed planning of all tasks and optimizing cross-interactions among activities and information flows; taking responsibility forcompletion and quality assurance of all tasks foreseen in the project,>monitoring technical progress against the deadlines set for the delivery of project's outputs,>arranging technical meetings (including transnational meetings), according to the project’s need,>preparing internal reports as well as interim and final project reports that are planned as deliverables,>alerting the coordinator about the risks related to the deliverables and task development, engaging in contingency planning, reporting to the coordinator on the status of project activities implemented at local and transnational level.3.At OPERATIONAL LEVEL a team composed by all partner representatives (n=2 for research/training organisations/university, n=1 for ECEC/school institutions) will be responsible for the project implementation according to the work plan agreed and the effective communication within and among partners involved in different project outputs and activities. Such team will ensure adherence to the scheduled project time table and guarantee that quality control and assurance procedures are executed according to the agreed internal standards.Budget and time monitoring will be perfomed every 6 months by ERI by collecting from each partner a financial report (including timesheets, contracts and other documents according to General Rules, Financial and Contractual Rules of the Erasmus + Strategic Partnerhips Programme) and a quality report (including information required by the Mobility Tools and Dissemination Tool) illustrating the activities carried out and results achieved (including the dissemination activities). The financial reports will include the progress and use of the financial contributions regarding Intellectual Outputs, Transnational Meetings, Multiplier Events and Joint Staff Training Activities.As far as time management is concerned, it will be carried out on two levels. The first control will be carried out by the scientific coordinator and by the partners responsible for specific deliverables (intellectual outputs). This first control is more content- and timesheet based rather than aimed at monitoring expenses. The objective of this first level of control is to ensure proper implementation of project activities in the planned time framework. This kind of monitoring will be crucial as many intellectual outputs are chronologically interrelated and delays in the completion of some deliverables could negatively affect the development of other outputs. The second level will be the control of the deadlines reported in the timesheets and their coherence with Project Activities and Intellectual Outputs stages.
	ProjectQualityMonitoring: In order to guarantee the successful and timely delivery and the high quality level of all project products, a Quality Control Protocol will be elaborated at M1 by negotiating - with the representatives of all participant organisations - concrete standards for the delivery of project outputs and for the implementation of educational experimentations in ECEC/school settings. Contextually to the Quality Control System a contingency and risk plan will be also elaborated during the kick-off meeting.It will be the responsibility of ERI - as coordinating organisation - to monitoring the progress of the project and the work of the partnership, as well as the internal communication flow and the respect of quality procedures that will be formally agreed during M1. For the overall duration of the project, ERI will be responsible for elaborating detailed work plans in relation to expected results (see section E5), to-do lists and specific time schedules according to the operational objectives.In addition, the coordination role carried out by ERI at central level, will be complementary to the coordination roles assigned to research/ training organisations at each location - UNIBO, VBJK and Pen Green - which will be responsible for monitoring the timeline and quality of experimentation activities in ECEC/school institutions as well as for the communication with internal and external stakeholders (eg. local and regional authorities). The partnership is committed to the highest standards of quality - in regard to the implementation of project activities derived from awarded EU-funding - and the fact that the partners of the consortium practiced similar assignments in the past will ensure the smooth and successful realisation of such activities. At each location, the persons that will ensure the smooth implementation of project activies and the timely delivery of project results up to the highest quality standards are:- senior researchers who are responsible for coordinating project implementation at ERI (Dr. Jerneja Jager),UNIBO (Prof. Lucia Balduzzi and Dr. Arianna Lazzari), VBJK (Dr. Jan Peeters),  Pen Green (Dr. Margy Whalley)who will be working in close cooperation with:- school directors, ECEC centres' managers and pedagogical coordinators who are responsible for the experimentation of innovative transitions practices within their settings (indicated as contact persons by partner organisations D.D. Vignola, OS Tisina, Rockingham Primary School, Studfall Junior Infant and Nursery School, KInderdagverblijf Mezennestje vzw, Kolva vzw SMI Basis Moorselbaan).Therefore the persons mentioned above will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the smooth implementation of project activities against the criteria agreed among all partners at M1 and concretely defined in the  Quality Control Protocol. Such quality checks will be undertaken twice a year, in corrispondence of project's expected results scheduled in each phase. The results of such monitoring and evaluation activities will be briefly summarised and discussed within the interim and final reports.
	RiskMeasures: By building on its previous experience of coordinating complex trans-sectorial, interdisciplinary and collaborative projects,  ERI  developed a structure for articulating decision-making processes which will be successfully applied also in the current one.In this sense, the organisational structure of the project partnership has been set up in a way that ensures a timely identification of possible conflicts and risks and, consequently an efficient and positive resolution.Control of operational issues and conflicts is in fact taking place at all project levels as illustrated below.The OPERATIONAL LEVEL represents the first level of control either in terms of adherence to the scheduled timetable and in terms of quality of project activities and outputs. At this level, the representatives of each organisation (n=2 for university/research/training institutions, n=1 for ECEC/school institutions) are responsible for the implementation of project activities carried out at each location according to the work plan and for the effective communication with local internal and external stakeholders.The STRATEGIC LEVEL represents the intermediate level of control, where the representatives of university/research/training institutions (ERI, UNIBO, VBJK,  Pen Green) at each location are responsible for the development of the project outputs they are leading and for reporting to the coordinating organisation (ERI) on the status of each task (they will also be in charge of alerting ERI in case of risks or future problems related to the deliverables and task development).The COORDINATION LEVEL represents the level of central control, where the coordinating organisation (ERI) - by performing  frequent and accurate administrative management and monitoring checks (eg. through regular collection of activity and financial reports by all partners) will guarantee that all operational issues/conflicts that may arise will be resolved, and will alert the National Agency representative as soon as possible to any issue likely to affect the attainment of project results and will propose appropriate contingencies to address such issues.The contingency and risk plan, developed by all partners representatives in M1 contextually to Quality Control Protocol, will define the level of technical risk associated to the project implementation as well as the detailed measures that will be undertaken. This document will represent a useful guide for conflict prevention and management.Another important activity that will help the coordinating organisation (ERI) in identifying conflicts and risks is represented by skype meeting discussions among  research/training organisations representatives (UNIBO, VBJK, Pen Green) which will be regularly held during the whole duration of the project. This strategy has been used in previous projects where ERI, UNIBO  and VBJK were jointly involved and it has proven to be succesfull in preventing conflicts and in addressing timely their associated risks.  In addition, the interim project which will be delivered in September 2017, will illustrate the state of advancement of the project activities, as well as the partners’ participation, the quality and efficiency of the communication, and will present the match between the expected results, the invested resources, and the goals achieved.In order to ensure the succesfull participation of ECEC/school institutions that are newcomers to EU-funded projects (Rockingham Primary School, Studfall Junior Infant and Nursery School, KInderdagverblijf Mezennestje vzw, Kolva vzw SMI Basis Moorselbaan) close pedagogical guidance and organisational support will be provided by their partner research/training organisation at local level (respectively Pen Green and VBJK) which have long standing experience in the management and implementation of international projects.
	AchievementsIndicators: The following quantitative and qualitative indicators have been identified and will be used in order to assess the match betweenproject results and objectives, as well as to measure the successfulness of the project implementation. Quantitative indicators will beregularly monitored according to the different project phases with the aim to assess the progress of the project towards itsobjectives, as well as to timely identify problems, risks and delays. Qualitative indicators will be monitored through participatory evaluation of the action-research projects and experimentations carried out within ECEC/school settings, which will involve ECEC and school professionals (practitioners, teachers, pedagogical coordinators, school directors and managers), parents and children.For project management, processes and transnational meetings, the indicators will be quantitative and will be indicated in the Quality Control Protocol. On the basis of such indicators a questionnaire will be elaborated and sent out to all persons involved in such activities every six months.  62.5% of positive answers from participants in evaluation exercises will be considered acceptable results. However, the project aims to reach a level of satisfaction among partners at 75% ratio (e.g.: partners will be asked to rate their satisfaction level on project management, communication processes and organisation of events. Answers will be from 1 to 4, where 4 is very satisfied. If the overall mean will be 2.5 - 62.5% - the basic result will be reached but some adjustments will be required. If the overall mean is 3 or above - 75% or above - the indicator is fully reached).For joint staff training events, the same methodology will be applied, but the respondents to the evaluation activities will be the  ECEC practitioners and pre-/primary school teachers participating in such events (n=36). Practitioners and teachers will be asked to rate the level of satisfaction of their participation to the training events. As in the above mentioned case, the quantitive indicators used will be elaborated within the Quality Control Protocol and the same procedures will be applied for the evaluation exercise. Therefore, questionnaires will be distributed to practitioners and teachers after each training event and, in addition, a more qualitative evaluation will carried out by including 3 open ended questions at the end of the questionnaire. The open ended questions will aim to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the training events as well as suggestions for improvement. The questionnaire for the evaluation of joint training events will be prepared in 4 languages (English, Italian, Dutch and Slovenian) in order to give to ECEC/school professionals the possibility to fully express themselves in answering to the open-ended questions. The  evaluation results will be discussed straight after each training event during the meeting with all partners representatives (M2, M4)      and actions for improvement will be taken.Concerning the participatory evaluation of the action-research projects and experimentations carried out within school settings, two focus groups - one with professionals and one with parents - will be carried out at each location in order to assess the achievement of project objectives with reference to:- educational practices that are more responsive of children's needs over the transition from one setting to another- the increased participation of families, especially those from a disadvantaged background, in the elaboration of such transitions practices.Children's views will also be gathered, through small group conversations (in the case of school children) and through the documentation of children's learning and socializing experiences across the different settings (eg. the such documentation will include audio-video recording as well as photos and observations carried out by practitioners and teachers).The materials produced in the participatory evaluation process will be also used as data for the analysis carried out in each country case studies.McNaughton, G. & Hughes, P. (2009) Doing action research in early childhood studies. New York: Open University Press.Groundwater-Smith, S., Dockett, S., & Bottrell, D. (2014). Participatory research with children and young people. London: Sage.
	MethodologyDescription: he methodology of the START project builds on solid arguments/evidence basis and takes existing knowledge and practice into account. In this sense, the participatory action-research methodology adopted by the project builds on well-established European traditions (Boog, 2003, Bove, 2009, Formosinho & Formosinho, 2012; Vandenbroeck et al. 2012) and on international research evidence on professional development (Peeters et al., 2015) showing that long-term interventions that are integrated into practitioners'/teachers' everyday  practice are the most effective in enhancing the educational quality of the settings within which they are working as well as in guaranteeing a long term impact on children’s cognitive and social development. On the basis of these premises, research and traning activities will be inextricably linked within the START project and they will be structured across three interconnected macro-phases.Phase1 (M1-M5): -LAUNCH OF THE PROJECT at international congresses attended by UNIBO and other project partners (ISSA 2016) and DISSEMINATION of PROJECT OBJECTIVES on institutional websites of partners organisations and through  Associate Partners' newsletters -TRANSNATIONAL MAPPING OF EXISTING RESEARCH on educational transitions (overview of literature published in EN, IT, DU/FR, SL language): the mapping and review of existing studies on educational transitions at each country location will feed into the analysis of local target groups' needs carried out within case studies (O2, O3,O4,O5) as well as into the first joint staff training event (C1).    -ANALYSIS OF LOCAL NEEDS of target groups involved in the project (ECEC/school professionals, children and parents)>focus groups/interviews with professionals and children's parents at each location,>observation of children's learning and socialising experiences within ECEC/school settings (including video-observations).-PARTECIPATORY DESIGN OF ACTION-RESEARCH PROJECTS / EXPERIMENTATIONS to be carried out within ECEC/school settings  >development of common research framework and tools during the first joint staff training event (C1),>elaboration of action-research/experimentation plans at each location.Therefore the first transnational training activity carried out in Corby (C1) will serve to co-construct a COMMON FRAMEWORK FOR RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTATION across the 4 countries which will facilitate the EXPLOITATION and TRANSFERABILITY of START project's results.Phase2 (M6-M21): -EXPERIMENTATION and DOCUMENTATION of INNOVATIVE TRANSITIONS PRACTICES that are elaborated with the support of -PEDAGOGICAL GUIDANCE and COACHING ACTIVITIES facilitated by experienced researchers and trainers at each location-ANALYSIS OF DATA collected within ECEC/school settings at each location-TRANSNATIONAL EXCHANGE and CRITICAL REFLECTION on transition practices implemented at each location taking place during the second joint staff training event (C2).   Therefore the second transnational training activity carried out in Tisina (C1) will serve to INTEGRATE THE RESULTS DERIVED FROM RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTATION ACTIVITIES carried out across the 4 countries: this will facilitate the EXPLOITATION and TRANSFERABILITY of the START project's results.-DISSEMINATION of LITERATURE REVIEW findings and PRELIMINARY FINDINGS from CASE STUDIES in local/regional dissemination events as well in self-organised symposiums within international conferences (EECERA2018, ISSA2018) Phase3 (M22-M30):-META-ANALYSIS of CASE STUDY FINDINGS for the elaboration of RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE that are relevant  at local, regional, national and European level - DEVELOPMENT of a TRAINING KIT collecting all the tools elaborated within the START project for the professional development and coaching of ECEC practitioners and school teachers -DISSEMINATION of FINAL projects' RESULTS  through open-access publication of intellectual outputs, INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES and FINAL EVENT in Brussels (E1) targeted to key policy decision-makers at regional, national and EU level.   References:Boog, B. W. 2003. The emancipatory character of action research, its history and the present state of the art. Journal of Community & Applied Social Psychology, 13(6), 426-438.Bove, C. M. 2009. Ricerca educativa e formazione. Contaminazioni metodologiche. Milano: Franco Angeli.Formosinho, J., & Formosinho, J. O. 2012. Towards a social science of the social: the contribution of praxeological research. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 20(4), 591-606.Vandenbroeck, M., Roets, G., & Roose, R. 2012. Why the evidence-based paradigm in early childhood education and care is anything but evident. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 20(4), 537-552.Peeters, J., Cameron, C., Lazzari, A., Peleman, B., Budginaite, I., Hauari, H., Siarova, H. 2015. Early childhood care: working conditions, training and quality of services. Dublin: Eurofound.
	ActivitiesDescription: As outlined in the section above, each phase of the project will build on specific activities, which will be carried out in the framework of participatory action-research by adopting different methods according to the specific aim and scope of each task.  1) TRANSNATIONAL MAPPING OF EXISTING RESEARCH. In each national context the existing literature on educational transition will be carried out according to the methods that are typically used in SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS for searching, selecting and analysing research findings cross-nationally (Gough et al., 2012). 2) ANALYSIS OF LOCAL NEEDS will be carried out at each ‘case-study location’ by leading FOCUS GROUPS (FGs) using a question route technique (Krueger & Casey, 2014) that guide and facilitate the co-construction of shared meanings among participants. FGs will be integrated by in-depth INTERVIEWS to key-stakeholders where necessary. Data collected through FGs and interviews will be complemented with NARRATIVE and VIDEO OBSERVATIONS of children’s learning and socialising experiences in each ECEC/school setting (Harcourt et al., 2011). At each location, a thematic analysis of the data collected will be carried out and the findings will be reported at the first training event (C1).   3) DESIGN OF RESEARCH AND EXPERIMENTATION ACTIVITIES WITHIN CASE STUDIES: research and experimentation activities will be designed during C1 by critically analysing the NEEDS IDENTIFIED AT EACH LOCATION in the light of the TRANSNATIONAL LITERATURE REVIEW’s preliminary findings. CASE STUDIES are therefore conceptualised as free standing, but related cases. By asking similar questions (without expecting similar answers) we will be able to construct a “structural equivalence” (Burt, 1982) allowing us to analyse diverse findings in a shared framework.4) At each location, EXPERIMENTATION AND DOCUMENTATION of INNOVATIVE TRANSITION PRACTICES will implemented according to methods and tools which will be chosen – by practitioners and teachers – among those proposed during the training week organised by Pen Green and UNIBO.5) PEDAGOGICAL GUIDANCE and COACHING ACTIVITIES will avail of a wide range of methods, depending on the expertise of the researchers/coaches involved at each location. They will include analysis of practices (Fablet, 2004), video-coaching (Arnold and Brennan, 2014) and discussion of pedagogical documentation (Picchio et al., 2012). The specific methods and tools that will be used at each location for supporting staff professional development and coaching will be collected and comprehensively described in the TRAINING KIT produced at the end of the project.6) ANALYSIS OF DATA collected within ECEC/school settings at each location (CASE STUDIES) will be conducted according to qualitative data interpretation methods chosen by each research team on the basis of their specific expertise (narrative analysis, phenomenology,…). The findings emerging from the data analysis will be reported in the second training event (C2) for the collective discussion and review. 7) META-ANALYSIS of CASE STUDY FINDINGS: the findings of the four individual cases will be then analysed according to the shared framework previously elaborated (see point 3), allowing to address more general and transferable aspects of effective transition practices. In this sense, the meta-analysis of case-study findings will feed into the elaboration of RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE that are relevant  at local, regional, national and European level.Arnold, C. & Brennan, C. (2014) Polyvocal ethnography: making sense of practices. In McKinnon, E. (2014) Unsing evidence for advocacy and resistance in early years services: exploring Pen Green Research Approach. London: Routledge. Burt, R. S. (1982). Toward a structural theory of action : network models of social structure, perception, and action. London: Academic Press.Fablet, D. (2004). Professionnel(le)s de la petite enfance et analyse de pratiques. Paris: L’Harmattan.Gough, D. Oliver, S. Thomas, J. (2012). An introduction to systematic reviews. London: Sage Publications.Krueger, R. A., & Casey, M. A. (2014). Focus groups: A practical guide for applied research. London: Sage.Harcourt, D., Perry, B., & Waller, T. (Eds.). (2011). Researching Young Children's Perspectives. London: Routledge.Picchio, M., Giovannini, D., Mayer, S., & Musatti, T. (2012). Documentation and analysis of children’s experience: An ongoing collegial activity for early childhood professionals. Early Years, 32(2), 159-170.
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	OutputDescription: 
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: Each of the activities that will lead to the elaboration of the literature review are described in details. O1.A1: mapping of literature in 5 country languagesIn the first phase (M2-M4), each partner will carry out the mapping of research studies published in their country language (EN,IT,DU/FR,SL). Each partner will produce a research mapping report describing the aim, methodology and findings of each study included. All research mapping reports will be shared on Dropbox and made available to all project partners. The mapping and review of existing studies on educational transition at each country location will feed into the analysis of local target groups' needs carried out within case studies as well as into the first joint staff training event (C1).     O1.A2 review of mapped literature (1st draft and feedback) In the second phase (M5-M7) UNIBO – as leading organisation – will analyse and critically review the main findings of the studies included in mapping and will circulate the first draft of the literature to O1 participating organisations. Once the first draft is circulated (M6) ERI, VBJK and Pen Green will have one month to send their feedback and comments to UNIBO (M7). Over that time, a conference call will all partners will be organised in order to discuss the document collectively.O1.A3 finalisation of the literature review      In the final stage, UNIBO will revise the first draft on the basis of the feedback provided by the partners and finalise the literature review which will be delivered as intellectual output by the end of M9. The findings of the literature review will be discussed during the interim meeting and used to assess the relevance of experimentation activities carried out in ECEC/school institutions against the issues raised within the international research debate.  The specific expertise of team members in carrying out systematic reviews for informing policy decision-making (Peeters et al.,2015; Lazzari & Vandenbroeck,2012) will be also an asset to this specific intellectual output. In addition, given that almost all researchers contributing to O1 have been involved in international projects on the topic investigated, the literature review carried out within the START project will build on research mappings previously carried out within such projects:-Dumčius, R., Peeters, J., Hayes, N., Van Landeghem, G., Siarova, H., Peciukonytė, L., Cenerić, C., Hulpia, H. (2014)  Study on the effective use of ECEC in preventing early school leaving. Brussels: European Commission.  -Vonta,T., Balič,F.,Rutar,S., Jager,J. 2011.‘Inter-professional across pre-school and primary school contexts. Slovenia case study.’ In Urban, M., Vandenbroeck, M., Peeters, J., Lazzari, A., Van Laere, K. 2011.Competence requirements in early childhood education and care. Research documents. Brussels: European Commission.Fabian, H. & Dunlop, A.W. 2007.Outcomes of good practice in transition processes for children entering primary school. Bernard Van Leer Foundation.Lazzari, A. & Vandenbroeck, M. 2013. ‘Literature review of the participation of disadvantaged children and families in ECEC services in Europe.’ In Bennett, J. (ed.) ECEC in promoting educational attainment including social development of children from disadvantaged backgrounds and in fostering social inclusion. Brussels: European Commission.      Peeters, J., Cameron, C., Lazzari, A., Peleman, B., Budginaite, I., Hauari, H., Siarova, H. 2015. Early childhood care: working conditions, training and quality of services. Dublin: Eurofound.Peters, S. (2010). Literature review: Transition from early childhood education to school.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: The 5 phases of the research action are:O2.A1: focus groups will be carried out with teachers and parents – whose children are attending the last year of pre-school – in order to analyse in depth the needs of local target groups. For the same purpose, classroom observations will be carried out in order to gather relevant information on how children’s learning and socialising experiences are taking place within the pre-school settings investigated.  In this sense, the activities carried out in this initial phase of the case study (M2-M3) will be mutually complementary to other research activities – such as national literature mapping (O1.A1) – which  will be concurrently taking place.O2.A2: elaboration of an action-research plan for the improvement of existing transitions practices (M4). Such activity will build on the outputs of the first joint training event (C1) during which teachers will be provided with the knowledge and tools for designing participatory research with children and parents. During the transnational workshop a common framework for research and experimentation across the 4 countries will also be co-constructed for facilitating the exploitation and transferability of results.O2.A3:the actual experimentation of innovative transition practices will take place between M5 and M16. Over this period, the funding provided to D.D. Vignola for 'management and implementation' will be used to grant additional hours for co-presence of pre- and primary teachers over the school year. From M5 to M9, 2 primary teachers will carry out a continuity project together with 2 colleagues who are responsible for the group of 5-years old children in pre-school. From M13 to M16, the 2 pre-school teachers will work at the same project together with primary teachers who will be now responsible for the same group of children in the first grade of primary school. O2.A4:for the whole duration of the experimental project (M5-M9 and M13-M16), pre- and primary school teachers will be supported through pedagogical guidance and coaching by:-2 ‘D.D. Vignola’ coordinators, who are responsible for the implementation of the project at school level-2 UNIBO researchers who will also be responsible for collecting data related to the documentation of innovative practices (eg. audio-video documentation, narrative observations and reporting).The pedagogical guidance and coaching activities (O2.A4) provided to the teachers by UNIBO researchers in collaboration with school coordinators will consist of:-structured training activities in reference groups (formazione),-observations during the implementation of follow-up activities in the classroom, -feedback on the practices enacted by teachers and pedagogical guidance in reference groups (restituzione).        O2.A5-O2.A6: the data collected through focus groups with professionals and parents as well as through children’s observations during the last phase (M17-M18) will be qualitatively analysed for the evaluation of the transition practices experimented (M19-21).      Lazzari, A. & Balduzzi L. 2013. ‘Bruno Ciari and educational continuity: The relationship from an Italian perspective’. In Moss, P. Early Childhood and Compulsory Education. Reconceptualising the relationship, pp. 149-173. London: Routledge. Lazzari, A., Giovannini, V. & Pinelli, G. 2014.‘Ripensare la professionalità dell’insegnate nella scuola dell’infanzia, primaria e secondaria in una prospettiva di continuità.’  In AA.VV. La professionalità dell’insegante, pp. 403-418. Roma: Aracne.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: The 5 phase foreseen to lead to the production of the intellectual output are:O3.A1:Focus groups with parents living in poverty and video-cued ethnography (M2). A focus group will be carried out with parents living in poverty, whose children are about to go to kindergarten, are enrolled in kindergarten (regularly or irregularly attending it) and whose children are not enrolled. Participants will consists of parents with a Belgian background and parents with a migrant background. The ECEC partners (Mezennestje and KOLVA) and VBJK will work closely together to invite and find parents to participate in focus groups. Discussion among parents will be enabled by using a video of a typical day in kindergarten, with the aim of identifying pull and push factors why parents trust or distrust the kindergarten for the well-being of their children. (What are opportunities or threats for children’s  well-being and participation according to parents?) The activities carried out in this initial phase of the case study will be mutually complementary to other research activities – such as national literature mapping (O1.A1) – which  will be concurrently taking place.O3.A2:Discussing push and pull factors with stakeholders within a critical learning community (M3). A critical learning community will be set-up in the region of Aalst. The community will consist of 2childcare workers, 1childcare coordinator, 2kindergarten teachers, 1kindergarten director, 1parent and 1staff member from the Poverty Advocacy Group (AP). The group will be led by VBJK researchers/pedagogical counsellors. In the first 2 meetings they will discuss the results of the focus groups. O3.A3:By analysing the push and pull factors on why parents trust or distrust the kindergarten, a roadmap for the project will be developed in order to improve transition practices for the well-being and participation of children and families (M4). Such activity will build on the outputs of the first joint training activity (C1) where a common framework for research and experimentation across the 4 countries will be co-constructed for enabling the exploitation and transferability of results.O3.A4:The actual experimentation of innovative transition practices will take place during the third phase, between M5 and M16. In this period, 2childcare workers will set-up actions to make the transition smoother before children start kindergarten. At the same time, 2kindergarten teachers of 2classes of young toddlers (aged between 2,5 and 4) will set-up actions to make the transition smoother once the children will be attending kindergarten.  The actions will be developed in dialogue with children and parents and will be monitored by observing children’s and families' wellbeing and participation. Therefore all the stakeholders will come together once a month in the critical learning community in order to plan, review and evaluate the actions undertaken. O3.A5:For the whole duration of the experimental project (M5- M16), the critical learning community will be supported through pedagogical guidance and coaching by VBJK researchers/pedagogical counsellors, who will also be responsible for collecting data and for documenting the innovative transition practices.O3.A6: In the last phase of the case study (M17-M21), a process evaluation of the experimentation will be carried out through a qualitative analysis of the documentation collected throughout the project. Moreover one focus group will be organised with parents living in poverty, kindergarten teachers and childcare workers in order to discuss the changing practices and their effects on well-being and participation of children and families living in poverty in kindergarten.Peeters, J. & Vandenbroeck M. 2010. Caring and Learning Together: A Case Study of Ghent on the integration of childcare into the education system in the city of Ghent .Early Childhood and Family Policy Series.Peeters, J., Sharmahd, N. 2014. Professional development for ECEC practitioners with responsibilities for children at risk: which competences and which in-service training are  needed? European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 22(4), 412-424.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: This Ouput will be implemented in 3 phases: O4.A1: During M1 and M2 information on how many children are enrolled in preschool and how many are not, will be gained through activities in the Roma settlement. These will include: >activities for getting to know Romani families and pre-/primary school teachers (later referred as teachers), who will in the later stages implement the workshops and other activities in Roma settlement;  >workshop to raise awareness of Romani parents about the importance of education and regular attendance in preschool and primary school; >focus group with parents aimed to find out what forms of cooperation with school Tišina they want and would find meaningful.O4.A2: existing activities of cooperation between Romani parents and schoool institution will be enriched with those which Romani parents identified as meaningful. Such activity will build on the outputs of the first joint training activity (C1)  where a common framework for research and experimentation across the 4 countries will be co-constructed for enabling the exploitation and transferability of results. Before teachers will start with implementation of transitional activities, ERI will conduct a 2-days workshop for preparing such activities (M4). O4.A3: the actual experimentation of innovative transition practices aimed at Romani children and their parents will be held in the third phase (M5-M16). Between M5-M12 in Roma settlement, preschool and primary school, various transitional activities will take place, which will be aimed at establishing trust between Romani families and educational institutions. Activities will be differentiated depending on whether children are enrolled in preschool or not. Children who are not enrolled in preschool, will also receive home visits in addition to the workshops in the Roma settlement, preschool and school.  For children attending preschool, workshops in the Roma settlement, preschool and school will be organized. On request of families, teachers will also conduct home visits. From M13-M16, activities in Roma settlement  and school will continue, in order to deepen already established trusty connection between Romani families and teachers. At the same time, activities for connecting Tišina school with representatives of the local community will also take place in order to find ways to foster the continuation of transition activities after the end of the project. This would be an important step toward long-term sustainability of innovative practices. O4.A4: for the whole duration of the experimentation (M5-16), teachers will be supported through pedagogical guidance and coaching by:-1 project coordinator, who is responsible for the implementation of the project at school-level;- 4 researchers from ERI who will also be responsible for collecting data related to the documentation of innovative practices (eg. audio-video documentation, narrative observations and reporting).The pedagogical guidance and coaching activities provided to the teachers by ERI researchers in collaboration with school coordinators will consist of:- training in workshops,-observations during the implementation of transitional activities in Roma settlement, preschool and primary school, - feedback on the implementation of transitional activities practices performed  by teachers and pedagogical guidance (monitoring).        O4.A5:in the last phase (M17-M21) a process evaluation of the experimentation will be carried out through a qualitative analysis of:>qualitative data collected through focus groups with teachers and  Romani parents and through observations,>quantitative data collected in regards to Romani children's enrollment in preschool and their regularity of attendance of preschool and primary school. Vonta, T. & Jager, J. (ed.) 2013. Uspešnost romskih učencev v slovenskih osnovnih šolah.  [The Success of Romani Pupils in Slovenian Compulsory Schools.] Ljubljana: Pedagoški inštitut.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: 05.A1:During M2 and M3 parents, ECEC practitioners and primary teachers will build learning communities and co-construct views on the critical issues concerning children’s transitions. We will engage with parents whose children are transitioning from Pen Green in M1 to Rockingham Primary School or Studfall Primary School and with parents whose children will be transitioning in the subsequent year (M13). Classroom observations in primary school settings will also be carried out. Other research activities during this period include English language literature mapping (01.A1) which will be concurrently undertaken within the project.     05.A2: In M4 an action-research plan for experimentation will be designed by building on the outcomes of the first joint training event (C1), where a common framework for research and experimentation across the 4 countries will be co-constructed for enabling the exploitation and transferability of results. All participating teachers will be matched with ‘expert parents’ and will be supported by ECEC educator leads from Pen Green Nursery and 3 staff from the Pen Green Research team which is onsite. 05.A3:From M5 to M12  the funding provided to Pen Green, Rockingham and Studfall will be utilised to enable workplace discussions and evening or weekend meetings so that parents can participate as equal and active partners in the research project. Existing transition arrangements will be documented and problematised. Pen Green parents will have experienced a culture of co-education in the nursery setting and will bring high expectations of participation into their child’s new setting. Teachers, ECEC educators and parents will also learn practical research skills such as video documentation and analysis. 05.A4:From M13 to M16 innovative approaches and interventions to transitions from the perspective of children, parents, teachers and ECE educators, will be implemented, documented and reviewed. The funding will enable staff and parents to meet across the 3 sites for co-construction and planning meetings, reviews and evaluation meetings.  Pen Green Research Base staff with experience of developing local research projects will support, guide and troubleshoot with the school based ECEC project teams. They will also coach and mentor individual teachers, parents and early educators. Pen Green researchers will also be responsible for collating the data generated by the project team which will include video documentation (home based, school based and ECEC based), research journals maintained by parents, teachers and ECEC educators. 05.A5:In M17 Pen Green researchers will work alongside practitioner researchers across the 3 settings to set up focus groups with parents who have been involved in the project and other parents who use the services. All those engaged in the transition project will contribute to the process evaluation. In fact, the case study will analyse qualitative data collected through focus groups, observations of children’s lived experience of transitions between settings, as well as teacher and ECEC educator reporting. O5.A6:Case study writing will take place from M17 to M21. Researchers will be critically concerned to ensure that the case study reports the experience of some of the most marginalised children in Corby; for example, the Traveller children living on two local sites who use the Pen Green nursery and both primary schools. At the end of M21  a local conference will be hosted at Pen Green to scale up system change across Corby in relation to effective transitions between home and school and ECEC setting and school. Brooker,L.2008.Supporting Transitions in the Early Years. Maidenhead: McGraw-HillWhalley,M., Arnold,C., Lawrence,P., Peerless,S.2012.The voices of their childhood: families and early years' practitioners developing emancipatory methodologies through a tracer study. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal,20(4),519-535.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: Below, each of the activities that will lead to the elaboration of the literature review are described in details. O6/A1: meta-analysis of case studies in the light of the literature findings (M22-M24)The practice-based evidence derived from the case studies will be analysed in one shared framework that will be co-constructed by partners during M5 transnational meeting (M22). Such common analytical framework will allow to address more general and transferable aspects of effective and inclusive transition practice. The co-construction of the framework for case studies' meta-analysis will be facilitated by the shared research framework that was adopted by all partners following the first joint training event (C1). The findings of case studies' meta-analysis will complement existing research findings that were reviewed in O1. In this sense, the recomendations elaborated in O6 will build on all intellectual outputs previously delivered within the project (literature review and 4 case studies).    O6/A2: elaboration of guidelines for policy and practices (first draft, circulation and feedback) M25-27: By merging the results of the case studies findings’ meta-analysis and of the literature review, guidelines for policies and practices supporting inclusive educational transitions will be jointly developed by UNIBO, Pen Green, VBJK, ERI, DD Vignola and OS Tisina. Such guidelines will be elaborated by implementing systematic procedures that were successfully adopted in previous EU-funded projects carried by the partners. A first draft of the document will be produced and circulated among all project participants for comments. On the basis of participants’ feedback the first draft will be revised and a second draft produced: this will be presented for the discussion at final dissemination conference in Brussels (E1) and circulated among local, regional and international decision-makers. O6/A3: the document will be finalised in the light of the feedback received.     M28-30: the feed-back received from conference’s participants,networks’ experts and local/regional/international deciosn-makers will feed in O6 final version that will be published as open-access resource on the project web-site. Its related materials–consisting of case studies’ meta-analysis–will also be made available on START project web-site as dataset.
	TasksAndMethodologyDescription: The training kit will be elaborated across 3phases: O7/A1:collection and analysis of the training and coaching materials used in the experimentations carried out at each location and of the reports of the international training activities C1 and C2 (M22-M24).O7/A2:a first draft of the kit will be produced and circulated among all project participants - as well as among ISSA network's experts (Associate Partner) for comments (M25-M27). O7/A3: the document will be finalised in the light of the feedback received from project participants and external experts from the ISSA network (M28-M30).The materials that will be presented and illustrated in the training kit will be targeted to ECEC coordinators and managers, school directors and leaders, as well as trainers and pedagogical advisors/counsellors.As a tangible output, the finalised training kit will be published as open-access publication on the project website, on partner organisations' institutional web-sites (including schools), and on the e-Twinning platform. In addition, ISSA (AP) will publish on its regular newsletter and web-page the external link where the training kit can be downloaded in order to disseminate the tools used in the START project among communities of professionals and trainers.Sharmahd, N., De Schepper, B, Peleman, B & Vastmans, S. 2015.WANDA meets ISSA manual for the facilitator. Gent: VBJK & ArteveldehogeschoolQUIBB, B. & DEITZ, S.J. 2013.Dejavnosti za dojenčke in malčke na različnih področjih njihovega razvoja, Priročnik za animatorje. [Activities for babies and toddlers in different areas of their development, Manual for facilitators].Ljubljana: Pedagoški inštitut, Razvojno raziskovalni center pedagoških iniciativ Korak za korakom.VONTA, T., REŽEK, M., JAGER, J., ZGONEC, P., BARANJA, S. 2013. Dejavnosti za dojenčke in malčke na različnih področjih njihovega razvoja, Gradivo za starše. [Activities for babies and toddlers in different areas of their development, Manual for parents].Ljubljana: Pedagoški inštitut, Razvojno raziskovalni center pedagoških iniciativ Korak za korakom.  Peeters,J.2012.Childcare professionalism in Flanders. An inside-outside perspective. In Miller, L., Dalli, C. & Urban, M. 'Early childhood grows up: towards a critical ecology of the profession’.London:Springer.
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	Description: The aim of the first intellectual output produced within the START project will be to critically review and analyse the findings of existing studies on transitions published in the European context. In respect to literature reviews previously published on this topic (Fabian & Dunlop, 2007; Peters,2010), the added value of the literature review carried out within this project will be the inclusion of research sources published in languages other than English. Up to date, none of the existing literature reviews carried out on transition practices and approaches have included findings derived from the analysis of studies published in Italian, Dutch/French and Slovenian language, which, in most cases, are not available in English. Against this background, the sources used for the literature review carried out within START project will include EU studies whose findings are disseminated in languages other than English and therefore tend to be less available to international research and policy-making debates despite their important contribution. As tangible output, the finalised literature review will be published as open-access resource on the project web-site and its related materials – consisting of country mapping reports – will made available on the web-site as datasets.
	Description: The case study will focus on the co-construction, experimentation and documentation of an integrated pre-school and primary school curriculum for children aged 5 to 7. In line with to the overall methodological framework of the project, the action-research study carried out within the Italian comprehensive school institution ‘D.D. Vignola’ will consists of 5 interconnected phases which link academic research to the design, implementation and evaluation of educational practices aimed at promoting continuity of children’s learning across pre- and primary school institutions. The research and experimentation activities carried out in the case study will contribute to the professional development of teachers and to the qualification of school’s transition practices by providing relevant information on:-the elaboration of educational strategies that are responsive of children’s developmental needs and potentialities along a continuum of learning and socialising experiences,  -the involvement of children, parents and professionals in the negotiation of an ‘integrated curriculum’ that foster smooth transitions from pre-school to primary school.   As a tangible output, the case study report will be published in English as open-access resource on the project web-site and its related materials – consisting of the documentation of the experimentation carried out in the school – will be published in Italian on the D.D. Vignola web-page (www.direzionedidattica-vignola.it). 
	Description: The case study will focus on the co-construction, experimentation and documentation of a change process to enhance ECEC quality for children - between 2 and 4 years old - living in poverty and their families. In line with the overall methodological framework of the project, the action-research carried out within the childcare centre Mezennestje and the KOLVA kindergarten will consists of 5 interconnected phases which link academic research to the design, implementation and evaluation of educational practices aimed at promoting well-being and participation of children across home, childcare and kindergarten. As tangible output, the Belgian case study report will be published in English as open-access resource on the project web-site and the case study will be reported in Dutch and French in the Belgian ECEC magazines ‘Grandir à Bruxelles’, ‘Kleuters en ik’ and ‘Kiddo’. 
	Description: The case study will explore transitions from the staindpoint of Romani children participation to primary school for their school success. In this context, professional development initiatives provided to preschool and primary school teachers will be aimed at developing transitional activities for Romani children, parents and educators in the last year before entering the primary (compulsory) school. The case study will be carried out in Primary School Tišina (which is comprehensive institution, integrating the preschool) and in Roma settlement, from which Romani children come to primary school. The case study will focus on children aged 4-5 - those who are attending preschool and also those who do not attend it - and it will be implemented in 3 phases. The case study report will be published as open-access resource on the project web-site and its related materials – consisting of the documentation of the experimentation carried out in the school – will be published on Tišina school's web page as well on ERI webpage and social networks' profiles.
	Description: The case study will focus on discontinuities, dissonances and best practice experiences of young children and their families transitioning from Pen Green Nursery School into reception classes in 2local primary schools: Studfall and Rockingham Primary. Children in Corby make this transition from the age of 4or5, depending on birth dates. Research evidence show that summer born boys, children from families experiencing economic disadvantage and from families at risk of social exclusion struggle with these transitions (Brooker,2008). This practitioner-action-research study will build on existing local and national studies, including the Pen Green's Tracer Study (Whalley et al, 2012) which was an investigation of nursery children’s ‘life histories’ from nursery school into primary school and on to secondary school. As a tangible output, the case study report will be published as open-access resource on the project website and exemplar case study materials will be published as dataset on Pen Green website (www.pengreen.org).
	Description: The aim of this intellectual output will be to analyse practice-based research evidence in order to provide relevant information to orient decision-making processes in relation to educational transitions from the level of practice to the level of national and international policies. This task will be coordinated by UNIBO (Prof.Balduzzi,Dr.Lazzari) and will involve all team members at Pen Green, VBJK and ERI under the supervision of senior researchers (Dr.Peeters,Dr.Whalley,Dr.Jager) who have extensive experience in:- carrying out transnational projects commissioned by the European Commission (especially DG Education and Culture) aimed at the formulation of policy guidelines,- engaging in policy advocacy processes at local, regional and international level(1).The fact that relevant stakeholders from ECEC and primary school sector will also be involved in the formulation of the guidelines is an added value to this specific intellectual output. In this regards, the pedagogical coordinators of DD Vignola and OS Tisina - who have a specific expertise in the participation of EU-funded projects and in driving educational innovation within their regional context - will be directly involved in the formulation of guidelines for practices. In order to assess the relevance and transferability of START’s ‘Recommendations for policy and practices' within a wider European and international context, the final draft of the document will be circulated among professionals' and stakeholders’ networks which are involved in the project as Associated Partners (International Step by Step Association and Romani Early Years Network) as well as among local policy-advocacy groups (Aalst Poverty Advocacy Group ‘mensen voor mensen', AP) and Regional Authorities (Emilia-Romagna Region).      (1) Dr.Lazzari(UNIBO) and Dr.Peeters(VBJK) were involved in the ECEC Thematic Working  Group that -under the  auspices of the European Commission DG Education and Culture (Dr.Milotay)- discussed and developed the 'ECEC Quality Framework' (http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/archive/documents/ecec-quality-framework_en.pdf).  ERI's research team (Dr.Jager and colleagues)is engaged in permanent educational research networks supporting policy developments at international level (OECD, IEA studies, Council of Europe). Dr.Whalley was lead partner in  European Commission funded projects (eg. 'Men as Carers', a transnational project between Emilia-Romagna Region and Pen Green) feeding into the work of the European Commission's Childcare Network in the late 1990s.
	Description: The aim of this intellectual output will be to illustrate the professional development methods that were used in the START project for discussing and improving educational transition practices with various groups of ECEC and primary school professionals as well as parents. The training kit delevoped within the START project will be innovative -compared to existing training materials -for 2 reasons:1)most existing professional learning methods are implicitly  focussed on learning between professionals with the same professional status. Transitional moments from the perspective of the institutions are however characterized by having professionals from different statuses (eg. secondary education degree for childcare practitioners and bachelor/master degree for school teachers). Findings from the study 'Competence Requirements in ECEC' show that connecting various groups of professionals in one training activity can be quite challenging in terms of connecting people with diverse experiences and knowledge (Urban et. al, 2011). In this perspective, the training and coaching activities carried out within the 4 case studies will be analysed in order to elaborate professional development methods that will support trainers, coaches and pedagogical coordinators to connect people with various professional background by ensuring that each other’s experience and knowledge is valued. 2)most existing professional learning methods are focussed on the professionalisation of educational staff as experts . Research shows however that an unintended side effect of increasing the professionalisation of ECEC practitioners and teachers might be that the contribution of children and parents to the improvement of educational practices is disregarded. This training kit will connect the perspectives of children and parents with the one of ECEC/school professionals, by rethinking transition approaches within a participative and co-contructed framework that takes children's and parent's views into account. Therefore, an in-depth analysis of the training and coaching activities carried out within the 4 case studies will be conducted in order to elaborate professional development methods that will support ECEC/school professionals in engaging with  families and children for designing collaboratively educational practices. The training kit will consist of professional working methods like action research tools, critical learning communities tools, tools to dialogue with families. In this sense, the materials collected and illustrated in the training kit will focus on the 
	Description: A final conference for the DISSEMINATION of project results and for the PRESENTATION and DISCUSSION of the RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE will be held in Brussels toward the end of October 2017, in combination with the last transnational meeting (M6). The conference will be hosted by Kind & Gezin (Flamish Child and Family Welfare Agency) in Brussels, which is a venue with capacity for hosting more than 100 participants.The target audience of the conference will consist of key-decision makers operating at regional, national or international level within EU-28 Member States and Candidate Countries.   In order to identify potential participants to the conference in the most effective way, UNIBO will ask to VBJK, Pen Green, ERI and Associate Partners to provide a list of 10-15 key-decision makers which will be personally invited to the event. The final list resulting from the contribution of all partners will be matched with previous mailing list elaborated in the course of transational projects (eg. 'Competence Requirements in ECEC', 2011; 'The role of ECEC in preventing Early School Leaving, 2014 - both commissioned by the DG EAC) in order to identify key-target audience who might have been missed.  The conference will be organised in two parts: >a morning plenary session in which the context of the study, its aims and objectives, and main final results will be presented,>an afternoon session during which the good practices elaborated within case studies will be discussed in parallel workshops. The potential draft agenda of the conference is described below in more details.9.30 Welcoming and introduction10.00 The context of European educational policies - Viktoria Bolla (Policy Officer, Early Childhood Education and Care) from the DG EAC will be invited10.30 Presentation of LITERATURE REVIEW findings (30 mins)followed by 30 mins break11.30 Presentation of START project's MAIN FINDINGS  12.00 Presentation of RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICES 12.30 Discussion 13.00 - 14.00 Lunch14.00-16.00 The 4 parallel workshops will offer forums for more detailed presentations of CASE STUDIES' FINDINGS and space for questions and discussion in small groups (approx. 25 participants). Each parallel session will have a chair and a rapporteaur: the first will be responsible for coordinating case studies' presentations and discussion, while the second will summarise the key-points emerged from the workhop. Workshop1: Continuity of children’s learning experiences across pre- and primary school (UNIBO & DD Vignola)Workshop2: participation of children and families living in poverty during transition (VBJK & childcare Mezennestje/KOLVA kindergarten)Workshop3: transitional activities for Romani children  and their families (ERI & OS Tisina)Workshop4: parent professional partnership to ensure continuity from ECEC to school (Pen Green & Studfall/Rockingham schools)16.00 Break16.30-17.45 Final reporting parallel sessions by rapporteaurs (15 mins each) and official
	Description: The first staff training activity will be coordinated by UNIBO (Prof. Balduzzi, Dr. Lazzari) and Pen Green (Dr. Whalley, Hayward, McKinnon) in collaboration with D.D. Vignola (teachers Scaglioni and Guerra). The short-term training will be carried out over the second week of December 2016 in Corby (UK). The training activities will be jointly planned in details by Pen Green, UNIBO and D.D. Vignola starting one month in advance. During the planning phase training materials will be shared on Dropbox and discussed among the organising partners through skype meetings.The aims of the training activities will be:- to provide ECEC practitioners and pre-/primary school teachers with action-research tools that could be used for supporting experimentation on transition practices within their settings,- to share existing tools used by practitioners and teachers for carrying out practice-based research with children and parents within their ECEC/school settings, - to facilitate peer learning among ECEC and primary school professionals through the exchange of practices currently implemented for smoothening transitions across the educational settings within which they are operating,- to engage practitioners and teachers in the process of choosing and designing the action-research tools to be used in the experimentation on transition practices which will take place  within their settings  (eg. tools to be used for observation, planning, implementation and evaluation)- to promote the empowerment of practitioners and teachers by exposing them to the inspiring practices that have been elaborated over the years within the Pen Green centre through the engagement of children, parents and professionals in emancipatory action-research.   In order to achieve these objectives, the 5-days training will be structured as follow.Day1:- presentation of all participants and of the organisations they are working for, - overview of existing research on educational transitions (key-issues and problems)- discussion in mixed groups (what is the contribution that existing research findings could give to the innovation of practices within their settings?) - reporting in plenary session. Day2:- introduction to participatory action-research approaches by making reference to practical examples (eg. previous projects carried out by UNIBO and Pen Green researchers/trainers) - discussion in mixed groups (what could be the contribution that participatory action-research could give to the improvement of transition practices in the settings within which they are working?),-  overview of methodologies and techniques used in action-research and projects involving practitioners/teachers and parents led needs assessment (eg. video-ethnography, narrative observation, pedagogical documentation of children’s learning processes),- discussion of practical examples in mixed groups (each group choose one technique and discuss how it could be implemented within the experimentation of transition practices within their settings) - reporting in plenary session.Day3:Practical workshop on the use of video-data for reflection within inter-professional teams and practice innovation: the PICL (Parents’ Involvement in their Children’s Learning) approach - by Pen GreenDay4:Practical workshop on the use of pedagogical documentation as a tool for the collegial analysis of children’s learning and socialising experiences in educational settings (with a focus on group interaction processes rather than on individual learning processes) and practice innovation - by D.D. Vignola and UNIBODay5:-visits to the Pen Green Centre for Children and Families, Rockingham Primary School and Studfall Junior Infant and Nursery School in Corby (organised by practitioners and teachers working in these settings) -evaluation of the training event (questionnaires with open-ended questions) - concluding reflections and closing.Balduzzi, L., Lazzari, A. 2013. Sustaining ECEC teachers’ professionalism through participatory research. Self-organised symposium presented at XXIII EECERA Annual conference (Tallin, 29-31August). Balduzzi, L., Lazzari, A. 2014. 'Ricerca-Form-Azione. Sostenere la professionalità di educatrici e insegnanti di nido e scuola dell’infanzia attraverso la ricerca partecipativa.' Infanzia, 3/2014, pp.186-189.Hayward, K. 2007. Developing PICL in Primary Schools: Beyond the Reading Record.In Whalley, M. (ed) Involving Parents in their Children’s Learning (2nd edition), pp.185-200. London:Sage.McKinnon, E. (ed) 2013. Using Evidence for Advocacy and Resistance in Early Years Services:  Exploring the Pen Green Research Approach. Abingdon.  Routledge.
	Description: The second staff training activity will be coordinated by ERI (Režek, Jager, Baranja, Zgonec, Novak) and VBJK (Dr.Sharmahd, Van Laere) in collaboration with Tisina primary school and childcare Mezennestje. The short-term training will be carried out over the second week of December 2017 in Murska Sobota (7km fromTisina). Training activities will be jointly planned in details by ERI and VBJK starting one month in advance. During the planning phase training materials will be shared on Dropbox and discussed among the organising partners through skype meetings.The aims of the training activities will be:- to develop strategies and raise awareness for building trust between parents, children and ECEC staff members in order to facilitate a smooth and safe transition for children and families to and ECEC centre- to familiarize participants with strategies for creating a multilingual and multicultural environment within ECEC and school institutions- to develop materials to strengthen parental image of their own competences, which in turn improve the quality of the home learning environment supporting child’s development- to learn about a professional reflective learning method that starts from the discussion of specific cases in order to improve the well-being and participation of a diversity of children and families during educational transitions- to develop strategies for improving the quality of ECEC/school environment by constantly including children and parents (eg. families living in poverty, Roma families,…)- to facilitate peer learning among ECEC and primary school professionals through the exchange of practices currently implemented for smoothening transitions across the educational settings within which they are operating,- to promote the empowerment of practitioners and teachers by exposing them to the inspiring practices that have been elaborated over the years within the Tisina primary school and Murska Sobota preschool (the latter was ERI’s partner in a previous project on the school success of Roma children)In order to achieve these objectives, the 5-days training will be structured as follow.Day1:- Presentation of the state of affairs of the projects and case studies in the 4 countries : what are opportunities and challenges? - Introduction to theoretical concepts and learning materials on creating trust between parents, children and ECEC/primary school staff and institutions- Discussion in mixed groups (what can be the contribution of theoretical concepts and learning materials to the innovation of practices within their settings?)Day2(ERI):- Participants are stimulated to make their own didactic learning materials in order to create trust between parents, children and ECEC/primary school- Discussion of practical examples of learning materials in mixed groups - Reporting in plenary session.Day3:- Visits to the Tisina primary school and Murska Sobota preschool (organised by practitioners and teachers working in these settings) - Participants will meet the professionals from different ECEC and primary school institutions (Tisina school Murska Sobota preschool) to discuss the success of their transitional activities that they have been implementing- Discussion in mixed groups: what is inspirational in the visits and stories of professionals for own practices?Day4(VBJK):- Introduction to theoretical concepts of critical reflection and professional learning in contexts of diversity- Introduction to Wanda method. In this professional learning method, a meaningful  moment in practice is  examined  from a  number of  different  angles. Thus,  not  only  this  leads  to  the appreciation  for  the  work  (for  one's  own  work  and  that  of  one's  colleagues),  but  also  the  empathy (for children, parents, colleagues, neighbourhood...) of the staff increases.  Situations that take place in the here and now are transformed and connected with a long-term quality policy on transitions.- Participants will do a try-out with Wanda to experience the potential of the method for their own practice in ECEC and school settings Day5:- Introduction on strategies on how to develop quality by dialoguing with parents living in poverty in the ECEC and school settings (VBJK & childcare Mezennestje)- Evaluation of the training event (questionnaires with open-ended questions) - Concluding reflections and closing.References:Jager, J. 2013 'Activities for children, who are not enrolled in ECEC services, and for their families: the case of Slovenia.' Abstract book XXIII EECERA conference,pp.294-295.  https://researchingparents.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/eecera-abstract-book.pdfSharmahd N. & Van Laere K. 2013. Co-reflecting in daily practices. Introducing the WANDA Method:  how appreciative analysis of practices can be an added value for the Early Childhood  Education System. http://whenwandameetsissa.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/8/0/24808747/issa_article_wanda_method_-_english_version.pdf
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	EducationalActivitiesAddedValue: Transnational training activities stand at the very core of the START project as they lay the foundation for the design of effective action-research and experimentation projects within ECEC/school settings and - at the same time - build a solid framework for the exchange and transferability of good practices (SUSTAINABILITY OVER TIME).  In this sense, the aspects related to research and traning methodology are inextricably linked withing the present project, which builds on well established European traditions such as emancipatory action-research (Boog, 2003),  participatory research for professional development (Bove, 2009) and practice-based research for sustainable educational improvement (Formosinho & Formosinho, 2012; Vandenbroeck et al. 2012).  By acknowledging that the innovation of educational practices - in order to have a long term positive impact on children's learning and development -  should actively engage with all stakeholders involved in educational processes (practitioners, teachers and parents) and take into account their needs, the START project is designed as a participatory action-research aimed at improving existing transition practices by sustaining ECEC/school staff professional development. In these regards, the aim of transnational training activities is twofold:- providing ECEC/school professionals with the methodological tools for designing and carrying out practice-based research projects for the improvement of transition practices within their settings (C1),- analysing the strenghts and weaknesses of the practices experimented at each project location (IT,UK,BE,SL) and identify principles of good practices that can be trasferred as guidelines for the improvent of transition practices (C2).     Following the methodological approach of participatory action-research for professional development referenced above (Boog, 2003; Bove, 2009; Formosinho & Formosinho, 2012; Vandenbroeck et al. 2012) , the research-training activities implemented within the START project will be structured across 3 phases:1- analysis of the needs of target groups at each location (Vignola, Corby, Aalst, Tisina),2- implementation of joint professional development activities for the design of the research tools to be used for the innovation of transition practices at each location (in the light of the identified needs of local target groups),  3- implementation of peer learning activities for the exchange and analysis of transition practices experimented at each location (preliminary reporting and cross-national analysis of local case study findings).While the first phase of the project will take place at each project location with the support provided by experienced research staff (ERI,UNIBO, VBJK, Pen Green), the second and the third phases will take place respectively within C1 and C2 activities outlined in the sections below. Partners will take care of each transnational training activity (C1, C2) in pairs, on the basis of  previous international project experience and complementary research and training expertise. In particular:- UNIBO and Pen Green will be responsible for coordinating C1activities given their expertise in partecipatory action-research (UNIBO) and training (Pen Green) methodologies,- ERI and VBJK will be responsible for coordinating C2 activities given their long standing experience in providing practice-based training to ECEC/school professionals according to active learning and reflective methodologies (eg. WANDA and ISSA training tools),- experienced teachers from DD Vignola and OS Tisina will collaborate to the implementation of training activities in C1 e C2 respectively by sharing their expertise in the co-construction of innovative educational practices matured within previous international projects (the first is currently involved in KA1-Erasmus+ project while the second was involved in the study 'Competence requirements in ECEC' commissioned by the DG Education and Culture).Active learning, group-work and peer learning activities in mixed groups (geographical and professional background) will be used by experienced researchers/trainers for facilitating each session. All training activities will take place in English.References:Boog, B. W. 2003. The emancipatory character of action research, its history and the present state of the art. Journal of Community & Applied Social Psychology, 13(6), 426-438.Bove, C. M. (2009). Ricerca educativa e formazione. Contaminazioni metodologiche. Milano: Franco Angeli.Formosinho, J., & Formosinho, J. O. 2012. Towards a social science of the social: the contribution of praxeological research. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 20(4), 591-606.Vandenbroeck, M., Roets, G., & Roose, R. 2012. Why the evidence-based paradigm in early childhood education and care is anything but evident. European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 20(4), 537-552.
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	RecognitionArrangementsDescription: The main tool that will be adopted for the recognition and validation of learning outcomes of practitioners and teachers participating in training activities will be the Europass Mobility. The Europass Mobility document will be released by the organisations hosting the training: Pen Green Research Base (C1) and ERI (C2). In order to ensure that training mobility undertaken by practitioners and teachers within the START project comply to Europass Mobility criteria, the national centre responsible for releasing the document in Slovenia (CPU - Center Republike Slovenije za poklicno izobraževanje) has already been contacted by ERI and the possibility to apply for Europass Mobility - once the project will start - was confirmed.      In addition to European instruments, the project will also make use of national certificates that will be released by partners' organisations' school directors and ECEC managers. Such certificates will officially recognise practitioners' and teachers' participation to transnational training activities, the content of the training and its duration. Both documents - the Europass Mobility and national certificate - will be added to practitioners' and teachers' portfolio and, where applicable, will be published on the ECEC/school organisations' website in order to increase the public recognition of the schools and the competence profile of their professionals.  
	ExpectedImpactOnParticipantsDescription: The impact of START project on participants, participating organisations, target groups and other relevant stakeholders will be mostly linked to the NEW PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES, EDUCATIONAL METHODOLOGIES and PRACTICE-BASED RESEARCH TOOLS which will be elaborated within the experimentations carried out in ECEC/school institutions at each location (Vignola,Corby,Tisina, Aalst). In this sense, the exchange of good practices developed in relation to:- the promotion of educational continuity in children’s learning and socialising experiences as well as in parent-professional partnership,- the participation of children and families living in poverty as well as those belonging to marginalised communities (Roma) in transition activities,will lead each of the ECEC/school partners involved to revise and IMPROVE THEIR TRANSITION PRACTICES in order to make them MORE RESPONSIVE OF THE DIVERSIFIED NEEDS expressed by the CHILDREN and FAMILIES living in their LOCAL COMMUNITY. By promoting the exchange of good practices elaborated in different contexts – rather than merely transferring best practices from one context to another – the partners that already developed a certain knowledge and expertise in regard to educational continuity and inter-professional collaboration (ERI,UNIBO,DD Vignola,OS Tisina) will bring it to the project for the benefit of newcomers (Mezennestje,KOLVA,Rockingham,Studfall) and, in turn, will learn from other partner’ organisations (ERI,PenGreen,VBJK)  how to work in close partnership with families and local communities in order  to develop more inclusive practices in contexts of socio-economic and cultural diversity. More specifically, we expect that the project will have an impact on:1. ECEC PRACTITIONERS and SCHOOL TEACHERS, whose competence in the development and implementation of effective and inclusive transition practices will be increased thanks to the pedagogical and educational tools that will remain at their disposal,2. CHILDREN and FAMILIES – especially those who are most at risk of social exclusion – who will be empowered to have an active role in ECEC/school institutions’ decision-making processes and to engage in equal and collaborative relationships with professionals,  3. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS which will take the shape of LEARNING COMMUNITIES, based on a common vision shared by all stakeholders – including professionals, children, families and local communities. As acknowledged by Council Recommendation on Early School Leaving (Council of European Union, 2011), this in turn will have an impact on the successful engagement of children and young people in education and training at different levels of the school system,4. POLICY MAKERS who- thanks to the'Recommendations for policy and practice'-wilI gain relevant insight on how to FOSTER INTER-INSTITUTIONAL COLLABORATION for the BENEFITS of children and families in their COMMUNITIES. In fact, the START project will create and strengthen the networking among participant organisations and reinforce mutual benefits for all actors involved in joint activities (eg. action-research, experimentation, training and coaching, inter-professional collaboration). This in turn will multiply the gains for all actors involved:> the professional expertise of early childhood and school professionals will be increased as result of exchanging experiences with professional colleagues who work with children and families at different levels of the education systems         > practice-based research competence of ECEC/school professionals will increase by being involved in high quality action-research designed in collaboration with highly qualified and internationally renowned researchers> academic researchers will increase their professional knowledge and expertise related to educational processes by co-designing practice-based research along with highly experienced practitioners and teachers, parents, children and community stakeholders.Beyond the impact on project’s participants, participating organisations and target groups, the START project will have an impact also on indirect participants. In fact, all children enrolled in ECEC/school institutions involved - along with their families - will benefit indirectly from the project as consequence of the improvement of educational practices following the training and pedagogical guidance provided to practitioners and teachers. In fact, all children enrolled in the ECEC/school institutions involved - along with their families - will benefit indirectly from the project as consequence of educational initiatives that are more responsive of children's diverse learning needs and capabilities and, hence, promote their success at school (Bennett, 2012).  LOCAL COMMUNITIES will also benefit indirectly from the project as they will be availing of ECEC/school institutions that are increasingly attentive toward the successful inclusion of disadvantaged groups and, hence, foster social cohesion (EACEA,2009).
	DesiredImpactDescription: The CASE STUDIES DOCUMENTING THE INNOVATIVE TRANSITION PRACTICES experimented at each location (Vignola, Corby, Tisina, Aalst) will serve as ‘PILOT INITIATIVES’ TO BE SCALED UP at LOCAL, REGIONAL and NATIONAL level according to the contextual conditions provided by educational policies in each country.In the case of Vignola and Corby, relevant LOCAL and REGIONAL STAKEHOLDERS have been involved since the early stage of formulating START project proposal. In this sense, the solid partnership existing between UNIBO/ Pen Green and Local/Regional Authorities in their respective contexts will offer many opportunities for discussing the ongoing results of START project within POLICY-MAKERS and EXPERTS fora.Such fora are regularly attended by pedagogical coordinators, school directors and key-decision makers in the ECEC/school field and it is therefore expected that the interest catalysed around the START project since its inception will lead to SET UP NETWORKS of ECEC/school institutions which are willing to take up the INNOVATIVE TRANSITION APPROACHES experimented within the study. In addition, the recent approval of the law on the integrated ECEC system in Italy (Law 170/2015) might be offering an ideal laboratory for scaling up the START’s CONTINUITY PRACTICES across 0-6 services at NATIONAL LEVEL.     In the case of Belgium, the expected impact at local and regional level is the adoption of START’s approaches, methodologies and tools for RESTRUCTURING TRANSITION PRACTICES between childcare (0-2.5) and kindergarten (2.5-compulsory school) settings IN  CONTEXTS of SPLIT ECEC SYSTEMS, where such institutions do not have the tradition to work collaboratively. The case study carried out in Aalst will serve therefore as a PILOT INITIATIVE for improving transition practices within other MUNICIPALITIES and across REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS (the French and German community of Belgium), by taking advantage of another government-funded project on transitions within which VBJK is current involved. Recent research carried out in Belgium in fact shows that often parents distrust the kindergarten because the care and emotional needs of young children are not adequately taken in account  (Van Oudenhove, 2013). Also in the case of Slovenia, START’s project findings will impact mostly on the local and regional level, by PROVIDING POLICY GUIDELINES that will support key decision-makers in SCALING UP SUCCESSFUL EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES that are responsive of the needs of ROMA COMMUNITY. This will in turn will have a broader impact on local communities, as mutual connections of trust will be created between the Roma and institutions and this will lead, in turn, to SOCIETIES THAT ARE MORE COHESIVE.  In addition, the potential contributions of the ‘RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE’ (O6) at EUROPEAN LEVEL should not be underestimated. In fact, START project results will lead to the formulation of detailed and very concrete guidelines, which will be discussed at the FINAL DISSEMINATION CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS where key POLICY DECISION-MAKERS from EU Member States will be invited, including the EUROPEAN COMMISSION DG EAC officer who is bringing forward the European Quality Framework for ECEC (Dr. Viktoria Bolla). START policy recommendations will be widely disseminated among EU policy-makers and experts who took part to the WORKING GROUP ON ECEC (http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/archive/index_en.htm) as two members of the START partnership (Dr. Peeters, Dr. Lazzari) were closely engaged in the development of the 'ECEC QUALITY FRAMEWORK' of the European Commission. Along this line, the START project proposal takes the ‘ECEC Quality Framework’ as a starting point to experiment new approaches and methodologies which make TRANSITIONS TO COMPULSORY SCHOOOL MORE EQUITABLE and INCLUSIVE. By building on these connections, the START project’s Recommendations can potentially have a huge impact on EDUCATIONAL POLICY DEVELOPMENTS at EU LEVEL, while supporting - at the same time - POLICY ADVOCACY PROCESSES within EU MEMBER STATES.   BEYOND THE EUROPEAN LEVEL, the START project will engage stakeholders and targets groups at international level through the dissemination of its Recommendations (O6) and Training Kit (O7). The first (O6) will be disseminated to the network of experts who took part to the TRANSATLANTIC FORUM on INCLUSIVE EARLY YEARS (coordinated by VBJK and Migration Policy Institute in US) while the second will be disseminated through the ISSA NETWORK (Associate Partner), whose members are professional associations and NGOs in 40 countries (only 17 of which are located in EU). In this sense, the results of the START project can potentially influence POLICY DECISION-MAKING processes at local and regional level beyond EU boundaries, by using ECEC/school staff PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT as a TOOL FOR ADVOCATING the IMPROVEMENT OF TRANSITION PRACTICES for the benefits of children, families and local communities. 
	ImpactMeasureMethodDescription: The achievements of START project previously described under the impact sections will be measured by using both quantitative indicators (referring to numbers, facts and figures) and qualitative indicators (referring to the quality of participation and experience).  The impact of START project on PARTICIPANTS, PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS, TARGET GROUPS AND OTHER RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS will be assessed through PARTICIPATORY EVALUATION that will be carried out within the last phase of case studies (O2.A5, O3.A6, O4.A5, O5.A5). At each location, experienced researchers will conduct participatory evaluations of the innovative transition practices experimented in ECEC/school settings by analysing the following data:- transcripts of focus groups/interviews with parents and professionals reporting their views and lived experiences,- audio-visual and narrative documentation (eg. videos, photos, reports, professional diaries,..) reporting children’s learning and socialising experiences during transitions,- ethnographic observations and children’s artefacts (transcripts of conversations, drawings,…) reporting children’s views and experiences of transitions.The data will be analysed by adopting rigorous qualitative methodologies that are extensively used in action-research within this field of study (MacNaughton&Hughes,2009; Harcourt&Einarsdottir,2011). Only in one case study (O4), the impact of transitional activities carried out in OS Tisina and in Roma settlement will be measured also in quantitative terms: number of children who will attend regularly the first year of primary school at the end of the project, and number of children enrolled and regularly attending the preschool program at the end of the project. In addition, the impact of transnational training events will be evaluated both qualitatively and quantitatively, by distributing questionnaires with both close and open ended questions to participants at the end of each session (C1 and C2).        The impact of START project at LOCAL, REGIONAL and NATIONAL level will be measured mostly in QUANTITATIVE terms, by using the following indicators:1. no. of meetings with key-stakeholders (Local and Regional Authorities, school directors, pedagogical coordinators,…)2. no. of participants involved in local dissemination events (see following sections on dissemination for more specific information)3. no. of articles published in teachers’ and practitioners’ journals in national languages (eg. Infanzia, Kiddo, Le Furet, Children in Europe,..)4. no. of public events in which START partners are invited as speakers or guest lecturer to present the project and its results 5. no. of relevant stakeholders - professionals and decision-makers - that will be outreached by newsletters distributed in national language by all partners’ organisations (including ECEC and school institutions) and by local associated partners, with the updates regarding START project activities and dissemination events. At EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL level, the impact of START project will be measured in QUANTITATIVE terms, by using the following indicators:1. no.  of people visiting START project website and downloading its open-access publications (google analytics on project's and participant organisations' websites, analytics on Research Gate profiles of research team members),2.  number of participants attending START Self-Organised Symposiums at international conferences (EECERA Annual Conferences held in September 2017 and 2018 and at ISSA biannual conference that will be held in 2018),3. no. of participants attending the final dissemination conference in Brussels and feed-back received from policy-makers among which START Recommendations (O6) will be circulated,4. no. of articles published in national and international academic journals (including views and cross-referencing), 5. no. of professional visiting and downloading the educational resources uploaded on the e-twinning platform (the last activity will be facilitated by DD Vignola) and ECEC/school institutions' websites,6. no. of relevant stakeholders - professionals and decision-makers - that will be outreached by newsletters disseminated by ISSA and REYN (Romani Early Years Network) in English language.References:MacNaughton, G. & Hughes, P. 2009. Doing action-research in early childhood studies. New York: Open University Press.Harcourt, D. & Einarsdottir, J. (eds.) 2011. Special Issue: Children's perspectives and participation in research. European Early Childhood Research Journal, 19 (3). 
	DisseminationTargetsDescription: The dissemination activities are planned for every stage in the development of the project, making it clear to the partners what needs to be done and when. The role of the project coordinator in providing support at the planning stage and monitoring the update and revision will operate throughout the project’s life. The core component of the dissemination plan is the communication strategy to INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF THE PROJECT across EU and to RAISE AWARENESS among TARGET AUDIENCE of the QUALITY and RELEVANCE of START project's RESULTS for the ADVANCEMENT of EDUCATIONAL POLICY and PRACTICE at local, regional, national and international level. Tools for reaching the target audiences include: different channels and tools, relationship of chosen messages to their target audiences and adaptation of the chosen strategy to different national and cultural contexts. From the beginning and also in pre-project phase we will communicate using existing social media (eg. Research Gate profiles of START researchers, Facebook profiles of ISSA and ERI), partner organisations’ and associated partners’ newsletters and websites, as well as personal e-mails, with the aim of outreaching the wider possible audience of relevant stakeholders at national and international level (ECEC/school professionals and researchers, local and regional decision-makers, policy-makers at EU and international level).During the course of the project, each university/research/training organisation involved in the project (ERI, UNIBO, VBJK, Pen Green) will be appointed for the dissemination and communication activities in their own country depending on the target group beneficiary of the action. In fact we believe that dissemination, in order to be successful, should be continuous, it should adopt diversified communication channels and it should tailor project’s outputs to the different target audience to whom it is addressed. At the end of the project, START’s ‘Recommendations for Policy and Practice’ and ‘Training Kit’ will be widely disseminated - even beyond the final conference in Brussels - by availing of international research and professional networks (eg. EECERA, ISSA, REYN) – as well as policy-makers fora (eg. European Commission’s ECEC Thematic Working Group, Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early Years) - in which projects participants are involved.The Target groups of the dissemination are:Internal target groups• ECEC/school professionals and researchers directly involved in action-research and experimentation projects, • community stakeholders at each location (children and families, including families living in poverty, Roma community,  poverty advocacy group),• children and families attending ECEC/school institutions participating to the projects (DD Vignola, OS Tisina, Rockingham and Studfall schools, Mezennestje daycare centre and KOLVA kindergarten) and ECEC practitioners/school teachers operating within such institutions,• educational researchers whose institutions are involved in the project (UNIBO, Pen Green, ERI, VBJK).External target groups at local, national and EU level:• ECEC/school professionals and students who are enrolled in university courses or continuing professional development programmes provided by UNIBO (BA in Educatore di Nido, MA in Scienze della Formazione Primaria, MA in Pedagogy), Pen Green (Foundation Degree, BA and MA in Integrated Working with Children and Families), ERI (Step by Step school network) and VBJK (childcare providers within the Flemish community of Belgium),• ECEC/school professionals operating in the local (Bologna/Modena provinces, Corby, Aalst, Tisina), regional (Emilia-Romagna, England, Flanders, Prekmurje) and national contexts (Italy, UK, Belgium and Slovenia) where START project’s dissemination activities are taking place, • Local and Regional Authorities’ decision-makers who are responsible for the development and innovation of educational policies within their communities, • Policy makers at national and international level, with a particular interest in the innovative transition approaches and methods experimented within the START project for connecting ECEC and school institutions (European Commission ECEC Thematic Working Group, Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early Years),  • International Networks of educational professionals, researchers and NGOs which are engaged in policy advocacy (EECERA, ISSA, REYN).In order to ensure that dissemination processes are most effective, a formal DISSEMINATION PLAN will be elaborated in the  KICK-OFF meeting. The Dissemination Plan will include a detailed roadmap with the responsibilities of each organisation in disseminating the ongoing results of the project at local, regional, national and EU/international level. 
	DisseminationResponsibleDescription: The partners that will be mostly involved in dissemination activities at regional, national and international level are: ERI, UNIBO, PenGreen and VBJK. DD Vignola and OS Tisina - given their previous experience in praticipating to EU-funded projects - will be involved in local dissemination initiatives targeted at families and communities and in updating START educational materials on e-Twinning platform. The Dissemination Plan will be coordinated by ERI.The Dissemination Plan will be elaborated by taking into account the specific contribution that each university/research/training partner organisations involved (ERI,UNIBO,VBJK,PenGreen) could give to the dissemination and exploitation of START project’s results on the basis of their specific expertise, which is described below. Over the last 25 years, all 4 university/research/training partners were involved in TRANSNATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS leading to the development of POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS (eg.‘Competence Requirements in ECEC’, ‘The role of ECEC in preventing Early School Leaving’, ‘ECEC for children from disadvantaged backgrounds’, ‘Men as carers’) and FEEDING INTO THE WORK OF EUROPEAN COMMISSION’s Expert Networks (eg.Thematic Working Group on ECEC, European Childcare Network in earlier years). In addition, all these 4 organisations (UNIBO, VBJK, ERI, Pen Green) are part of INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC/PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS (eg. EECERA, ISSA, REYN) and have extensive and relevant experience in ENGAGING IN POLICY-MAKING PROCESSES in the educational field AT DIFFERENT LEVELS (European Commission DG Education and Culture, National Governmental Agencies as well as Regional and Local Authorities). 3 partners out of 4 – VBJK, ERI and Pen Green – have SPECIFIC and RELEVANT EXPERTISE in the DEVELOPENT AND DISSEMINATION of TRAINING MATERIALS ACROSS EU (in this regard VBJK and ERI were awarded several European Social Found projects) and BEYOND (Pen Green staff undertook several training and dissemination activities in NewZealand, Australia,Brazil).AT NATIONAL LEVEL, Pen Green and ERI are regularly involved in GOVERNMENT FUNDED INITIATIVES, which are INFLUENCING the processes of EDUCATIONAL REFORM in their country. For example, Pen Green was commissioned by the UK Department for Education (DfE), to design and develop the National Professional Qualification in Integrated Centre Leadership (NPQICL). Dr.Whalley led the pilot group of leaders and subsistently developed and delivered the "Training of Trainers" programme to 11 UK Universities. She is currently leading a DfE funded national project supporting the practice of school based early years educators and educators in private and voluntary settings, across 3 English regions. ERI center in Slovenia led several government funded initiatives aimed at assuring equal opportunities and development of child-centered approaches for vulnerable children and their parents, particulary Romani ('National evaluation study on the School Success of Romani Pupils in Slovenian Compulsory Schools', 2009-2011), as well as European Social Found's initiatives ('The Increase in Social and Cultural Capital in Areas with a Roma Population', 2010-2013).  As associated partner, ISSA will also play a crucial role in the dissemination strategy due to the high connection potential with relevant stakeholders (60 members – professional associations, NGOs and policy advocacy organisations – from 40 countries):- START project news and training materials will be uploaded on its Intranet, the ISSA Online Community (1085 recipients) and on the portal of Romani Early Years Network (REYN) which is network hosted by ISSA (http://www.issa.nl/reyn - 380 recipients),- ISSA mailing list (950 recipients) will be used for disseminating news and advocacy messages about and from the project,- ISSA’s and REYN’s social media tools (eg. FB,Twitter) will be used for disseminating START intellectual outputs.The resources which will be made available to the dissemination plan are:1.human resources of the above mentioned partner organisations, which will devote the appropriate time and professionalism to the achievement of results, 2. ICT tools for the presentation of project’s results, in particular the web site of the project, social networks (ResearchGate, FB) and regular newsletters, 3. regular uploads of START’s intellectual outputs on the result section of the EU dissemination platform,4. regular uploads of educational and training materials produced within the project on the e-Twinning platform,6. taking advantage of international research and policy-making fora to disseminate and discuss project results with relevant stakeholders.
	MeasuresForDisseminationDescription: The Dissemination activities will be implemented in 3 phases: during the initial phase of the project, the partnership will disseminate project’s objectives. During the second phase of the project, methodologies and initial results will be widely disseminated. During the third phase of the project all intellectual outputs of the project will be disseminated at local, national and international level.1. As soon as the contract with the National Agency CMEPIUS will be signed, the START PROJECT WILL BE LAUNCHED through international events and congresses attended by ERI and the other project partners, such as EECERA (attended by 700-800 researchers internationally) and the International Step by Step Association (ISSA) conference - which is attended by over 500 researchers and professionals. In addition, the objectives of the projects will be disseminated both through the creation of the project web site and through newsletters. The web strategy for the dissemination of objectives and activities, as previously mentioned, will also involve the institutional web sites of participating institutions/associate partners and the social media channels in particular Researchgate and Facebook.2. During the IMPLEMENTATION PHASE, METHODOLOGIES and INITIAL RESULTS from the LITERATURE REVIEW (O1) and CASE STUDIES (O2,O3,O4,O5) will be widely disseminated through: 1. local conferences targeted at ECEC/school professionals - as well as Local Authorities’ representatives – held at each location by partners’ institutions once case studies’ experimentation phase is finished (May 2018),2. publications on practitioners’ and academic journal in national languages (IT,DU/FR,EN,SL),  3. participation to national and regional congresses targeted at ECEC/school professionals in partners’ countries (eg. REYN and STEP BY STEP school network’s conferences in Slovenia, Associazione Nazionale Nidi Infanzia and SIRD conference in Italy; KIDDO and Catholic, State Regional schools conferences in Belgium,  BERA and TACTYC conferences in UK),4. participation to research dissemination events targeted to a wider audience of citizens (eg. European Researchers’ Nights), 5. organisation of self-organised symposiums at international conferences (EECERA 2017 and 2018 attended by over 700/800 participants; ISSA 2018, attended by over 500 professionals and NGOs members). 3. During the LAST PHASE of the project, THE FINAL RESULTS of the project (RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE) along with previous results (LITERATURE REVIEW and CASE STUDIES) will be disseminated at the final CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS, which will be attended by 100 key decision-makers from EU Member States including a European Commission's representative from the DG Education and Culture (see detailed description E1). The other main output of the project, the ‘TRAINING KIT’ (O7) will be extensively disseminated through partners’ and associate partners’ web-sites and professional networks (ISSA, REYN, Step by Step school network in Slovenia, ‘Mensen voor mensen’ anti-poverty network in Belgium). But, most importantly, AFTER THE END OF THE PROJECT the educational and training resources contained in the TRAINING KIT will be widely used as learning materials within UNIVERSITY COURSES and CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES held by START project’s partners UNIBO, Pen Green, ERI and VBJK within their national contexts. This will ensure that the project results will remain available and used even beyond the duration of the project and will guarantee the SUSTAINABILITY of the INNOVATIVE TRANSITION PRACTICES developed within the project ON THE LONG TERM.   IN ORDER TO MULTIPLY THE EFFECTS OF THE DISSEMINATION of project's results and to MAXIMISE THEIR EXPLOITATION, a number of ‘informal’ dissemination activities will be carried out alongside the ‘formal’ dissemination activities above described,. For example, VBJK and the poverty advocacy group ‘Mensen voor mensen’ (Associate Partner) have intensive contacts with the Ministries of Welfare and Education and their administrations in the Flemish Region of Belgium. ‘Mensen voor mensen’ is as part of the ‘network against poverty’ a strong, active partner of the Ministry of Education, while VBJK is currently involved as a consultant in a working group of the Department of Welfare and the Department of Education in order to create smooth transitions for children living in poverty. Therefore, the 'Recommendations for Policy and Practice' developed in the START project will be shared and discussed within these working groups.
	OpenAccessRequirementDescription: All tangible outputs produced within the START project - LITERATURE REVIEW (O1), CASE STUDIES (O2, O3, O4, O5), POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS (O6) and TRAINING KIT (O7) - will be published as OPEN-ACCESS RESOURCES on the project websites as well as on parters' organisation institutional web-sites. All INTELLECTUAL OUTPUTS - and their associated DATASETS - will be freely accessible and downloadable for end-users either in English (intellectual output publications) or in one of the other 4 languages of the project (eg. dataset published in Italian, Dutch/French, Slovenian). All these materials will be regularly uploaded on the EU Dissemination Platform in order to ensure the widest possible dissemination and exploitation of project results at EU/international level. In addition, all EDUCATIONAL and TRAINING MATERIALS used in experimentations and action-research projects carried out within ECEC/school institutions will be published on their institutional website as well as on the e-Twinning platform. All tangible results produced within START project will be openly promoted also through Associate Partner website and visible on social media (ResearchGate and FB), with no limitation for general public. However, there will be access limitation to the audio-video documentation of children's experiences in ECEC/school settings, which will be produced for internal use only due to confidentiality reasons.
	DisseminationAvailabilityDescription: The main tangible outputs of the project, namely the LITERATURE REVIEW, the CASE STUDIES, the RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE and the TRAINING KIT will remain available even after the project duration on the EU Dissemination Platform and on START project website, which will be regularly updated with educational innovations and policy developments induced by START’s project results. In addition, external links to START project’s website and resources will remain active on partners’ organisations and associated partners’ websites even once the project is finished.  To ensure that the EDUCATIONAL and TRAINING RESOURCES produced within the START project will be used by others, ERI, UNIBO, Pen Green and VBJK will adopt them as LEARNING MATERIALS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT of PROSPECTIVE and IN-SERVICE ECEC/SCHOOL PROFESSIONALS (practitioners, teachers, pedagogical coordinators, school leaders). In this way, START project results will be available, on the long term, to the following target groups:1. in-service pre- and primary school teachers who are part of the ‘Step by Step Network’ in Slovenia (which counts approximately 40 preschools and primary schools and 1000 teachers as members) and ECEC/school professionals to whom ERI regularly delivers in-service training programmes,2. UNIBO students enrolled in the BA programme ‘Educatore di Nido’ (prospective early childhood educators, approx. 230 students each year), in the MA programme ‘Scienze della Formazione Primaria’ (prospective pre- and primary school teachers, 300 students each year) and in the MA Programme in Pedagogy (prospective pedagogical coordinators, approx. 120 students each year),3. early years and pre-school educators attending in-service training courses offered by  Bologna and Modena municipal and provincial authorities, with which the UNIBO researchers involved in this project have ongoing collaborations,4. students and in-service practitioners enrolled at the courses run by the Pen Green Research Base in collaboration with the University of Hertfordshire, Leicester and Bedfordshire: Initial Teacher Training Course, Foundation Degree / BA (Hons) and MA Programmes in Integrated Working with Children and Their Families in the Early Years,5. practitioners' enrolled at Pen Green Teaching School Programme - which is a government funded initiative offering continuing professional development for early years workers across the UK - as well as private and voluntary early childhood providers which are part of the Pen Green network,  6. in-service ECEC professionals and parents attending learning initiatives organised by VBJK and Aalst poverty advocacy group ‘mensen voor mensen’ (AP). Given the experience of Aalst poverty advocacy group in developing and giving trainings for professionals and parents, VBJK and ‘mensen voor mensen’ will together develop a local training programme that will use START training kit. In addition, VBJK is connected to a training centre called VCOK, which will also include START Training Kit in their program targeted to ECEC professionals in the Flemish community of Belgium.In addition, the INNOVATIVE APPROACHES and METHODOLOGIES for smoothening educational transitions developed in CASE STUDIES’ EXPERIMENTATIONS will be widely disseminated by ECEC/school participant organisations within their informal networks at local and regional level.  All EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES developed within ECEC/school experimentations will remain available on their institutional websites (in national language) as well as on the E-Twinning Platform (for the use of all those ECEC/school institutions and teachers who are registered on the platform).
	DisseminationOtherInfoDescription: In order to ensure to provide information on the quality, relevance and effectiveness of the project results to key actors, the Dissemination Plan of the START project will plan and describe how each partner organization, in collaboration with local, national, international networks and associated partner, will carry out dissemination activities in order to address the different target groups, with specific tools and actions. Dissemination activities will cover the whole START project duration from the beginning to the end, as they are linked to all project activities, and will continue after the end of the project thanks to the long lasting exploitation outcomes and results of the project adopted by the Partners institutions and the target groups addressed.Each partner will carry out local, national and international dissemination activities according to the general project dissemination plan, exploting the networks of existing networks and contacts as well as establishing new contacts with stakeholders and beneficiaries. The activities will include:1)     Live dissemination: to disseminate the START project and its results by attending relevant conferences and  workshops at regional, national and European level and by organizing awareness and promotional and participatory events and symposiums,2)     Media Release: to write and publish articles on the project activities and results on practitioners' journals, web sites and scientific reviews,3)     Web dissemination: to ask ECEC/schools insitutions and stakeholders organisations working within the field to include in their websites a link to the START project web portal, with the aim to establish cross-linking to as many relevant web sites as possible.4)     eNewsletter distribution: It consist of a standard graphic communication with the logo project, photos and other contents that will be issued every 3 months directly reaching the partners contact lists and the networks of associate partners (ISSA, 'mensen voor mensen'). The newsletter will be then translated in partners languages and enriched by country specific content (if needed) before being diffused through partners contact lists and networks in their respective countries and at EU level.5)     Social Networks: to involve potential beneficiaries in the social networks channels for the START project, regularly enriching these channels of new contents from the local and national contexts.The associated partners, ISSA and 'mensen voor mensen' will play an important role in the dissemination strategy due to the high connection potential with relevant stakeholders. In the case of ISSA, these include international professional associations, NGOs and policy advocacy organisations from 40 countries wordwide. START project results will be posted on ISSA online community and project's news will be disseminated through ISSA regular newlestter.   The Dissemination Plan will also include guidelines for a coordinated image of the project, including logo, web site design, templates for documents and presentations and all project communication tools. Brochures, postcards and other promotional materials will be designed according to the coordinate image chosen and translated in the partner languages, to be diffused either via web and email and on paper according to the needs of the different project phases and activities.
	SustainabilityDescription: For the entire duration of the project ERI , UNIBO, Pen Green and VBJK will intensively work  with Local and Regional Authorities, lobbying for providing additional funds for the continuation and SCALING UP of START transitional activities even after the end of the project.  The long standing collaborations existing between partner organisations ERI, UNIBO, VBJK, PenGreen and Local and Regional Authorities  in their respective contexts will offer many opportunities for discussing the ongoing results of START project in POLICY-MAKERS and EXPERTS fora that are regularly attended by key-decision makers in the educational field (school directors, pedagogical coordinators, public/voluntary/private ECEC providers, community organisations). In these occasions, START participant organisations will seek to CATALYSE the INTEREST of RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS on the INNOVATIVE APPROACHES and METHODOLOGIES to EDUCATIONAL TRANSITIONS developed within the project and on the BENEFITS that more EQUAL and INCLUSIVE TRANSITION PRACTICES could bring to their community. At the same time, the ONGOING PROJECT RESULTS will be extensively disseminated and discussed within ECEC/school professional development fora, in order to raise awareness on the importance of RE-THINKING EDUCATIONAL TRANSITIONS from a PARTICIPATORY and CHILD-CENTRED perspective. The aim of these activities - raising professional awareness on on side and advocating for educational innovation in policy-making fora on the other - will be to create ECEC/SCHOOL NETWORKS at local and regional level for SCALING UP the INNOVATIVE TRANSITION MODELS developed in pilot projects (case studies' experimentations) at each location.In cases in which contextual socio-economic and political conditions will hinder the systematic scaling up of pilot projects, the ACTIVITIES and RESULTS that will be nevertheless MAINTAINED AFTER THE END OF THE EU-FUNDING are:1. AT LOCAL LEVEL, the IMPLEMENTATION of TRANSITIONAL ACTIVITIES and their ONGOING IMPROVEMENT within the ECEC/school organisations that took part to the project. Thanks to the PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES, EDUCATIONAL METHODOLOGIES and ACTION-RESEARCH TOOLS that were developed within the CASE STUDIES (O2,O3,O4,O5) the ECEC/school partners (DD Vignola,OS Tisina,Rockingham and Studfall, Mezennestje and KOLVA) will have at their disposal the necessary knowledge, expertise and tools for supporting - ON THE LONG TERM - their professionals in organising EDUCATIONAL TRANSITIONS that are responsive of the needs of children and families within their local communities. In addition, the SUSTAINABILITY of EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION produced at local level will be ensured by the INFRASTRUCTURE for INTER-INSTITUTIONAL COLLABORATION that was built in the course of experimentation activities, during which INTER-PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES were created, STRATEGIES for ENGAGING WITH FAMILIES living in POVERTY - as well as with MARGINALISED GROUPS (eg. Roma) - were ACTIVELY CO-CONSTRUCTED and Local Authorities were constantly CONSULTED and PROVIDED with OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES (O6-Recommendations for Policy and Practice).2. At REGIONAL/NATIONAL LEVEL, the PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT of IN-SERVICE and PRE-SERVICE ECEC/SCHOOL PROFESSIONALS, which will ADOPT the EDUCATIONAL and TRAINING RESOURCES developed within the project. In fact, UNIBO, Pen Green, VBJK and ERI will use the LITERATURE REVIEW (O1), from CASE STUDIES' experimentations (O2,O3,O4,O5) and the TRAINING KIT (O7) as LEARNING MATERIALS for the university and in-service courses they are regularly helding for practitioners, teachers, pedagogical coordinators and school leaders. This will ensure that START's results will remain available and used even beyond the duration of the project and will SUSTAIN THE BOTTOM-UP INNOVATION OF TRANSITION PRACTICES over the long term.3.At REGIONAL, NATIONAL and EU LEVEL, the EXPLOITATION of project results and the TRANSFER of INNOVATIVE TRANSITION PRACTICES that will derive from the ONGOING DISSEMINATION of the 'RECOMENDATIONS FOR POLICY AND PRACTICE' (O6), which will extend well beyond the duration of the project. By taking advantage of their existing connections with Regional Authorites, Governmental Agencies and the European Commission DG EAC, START team members will use policy-making consultations and public fora to PROMOTE and DISCUSS the project Recommendations, seeking to influence educational and political debates even BEYOND THE COUNTRIES THAT TOOK PART TO THE PROJECT. The results achieved by such ADVOCACY INITIATIVES- in terms of IMPACT ON POLICY AND PRACTICE - will be regularly posted on START's projects website (which will remain active) and on the social media of associate parterns (ISSA, 'mensen voor mensen').  4. At INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, the PROMOTION of START Recommendations(O6) the EXPLOITATION of its Training KIT(O7) among PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS and NGOs will be ensured by ISSA (AP) whose members are spread over 40 countries worldwide.
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	BudgetDescription: 
	ProjectSummaryInNationalLanguage: The project START is an Erasmus+ Strategic Partnership in the field of School Education running for 30 months, from September 2016 to February 2018. In line with European Commission priorities, the general objectives of the project are:- to ensure a good start in education for all children, by enhancing the quality of ECEC and by ensuring that the benefits of ECEC are carried through to other school education levels; - to support teachers to adopt new methods and tools for dealing with complex classroom realities and diversified groups of learners. In the context of the needs identified at local and transnational level by the partners involved, the project proposal aims to DEVELOP INNOVATIVE APPROCHES, METHODOLOGIES AND TOOLS FOR FACILITATING CHILDREN’S TRANSITIONS across home, ECEC services and school institutions. Within this framework, the specific objectives of the project are:1) to examine existing transition practices with different focuses at each project location in order to take into account the diversified needs of target groups in each context; 2) to involve teachers, families and local stakeholder in designing innovative practices for smoothening transitions, with special attention paid to the school success of children facing complex situations (eg. socio-economic disadvantage) and to the engagement of families at risk of social exclusion (eg. Roma);3) to increase the competence of ECEC/school professionals by involving them in action-research and experimentation projects, with the support provided by experienced researchers;4) to promote the educational innovation of ECEC and school institutions by experimenting new pedagogical approaches and educational methodologies that support children – especially those who are most at risk of school failure – in facing successfully transition processes; 5) to identify principles of good practices that could contribute to trans-national exchange and learning as well as to the improvement of educational policies at local, regional, national and EU level.The partnership consists of 10 partners - university/research/training organisations as well as ECEC/school institutions – located in 4 countries:- ERI and OS Tisina (SL),- UNIBO and DD Vignola (IT),- Pen Green Research Base, Rockingham Primary School, Studfall Junior Infant and Nursery School (UK),- VBJK, Mezennestje day care centre and Kolva kindergarden (BE).The International Step by Step Network (ISSA) and the ‘Mensen voor mensen’ poverty advocacy group are associate partners to the project. The project methodology builds on participatory action-research and on international research evidence showing that continuing professional development interventions that are integrated into professionals’ everyday practice are the most effective in enhancing educational quality and in improving children’s learning. Transnational training activities stand at the very core of the START project as they lay the foundation for the design of effective action-research and experimentation projects within ECEC/school settings and - at the same time - build a solid framework for the exchange and transferability of good practices (SUSTAINABILITY OVER TIME).   The main areas of activities and outputs carried out within the project are:1) desk research pertaining early years transitions and educational continuity (Output: literature review);2) development and experimentation of innovative pedagogical approaches and educational strategies for improving transition practices in contexts of socio-cultural diversity (Outputs: 4 case studies);3) elaboration and diissemination of educational resources and training materials (Output: Training Kit);4) elaboration and dissemination of detailed guidelines contributing to the advancement of transitions practice in Europe and beyond (Output: Recommendations for policy and practice).         It is expected that the project will impact at national and international level contributing to the IMPROVEMENT of EDUCATIONAL TRANSITION PRACTICES and POLICIES. Long term benefits are expected for CHILDREN, FAMILIES and LOCAL COMMUNITIES.
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